FRIENDS OF MONMOUTH BATTLEFIELD
NEWSLETTER JUNE 2020
2020 REENACTMENT CANCELLED 
FOMB ACTIVITIES STILL ON HOLD
This year’s annual reenactment of the Battle of Monmouth, co-sponsored by the Friends and Monmouth Battlefield State Park, has been cancelled due to the Covid-19 virus. It was scheduled to be held on the weekend of June 20-21, 2020,  and will not be rescheduled this year.  Hopefully we will be able to have our 2021 reenactment event on schedule next June!
This is the first year that the reenactment has not been held since 2012, when the new Visitor Center was under construction.
The reason for the closure is well understood. It is doubly unfortunate. First, the annual reenactment is our main vehicle for informing the public about the campaign and battle. Secondly, it is our principal fundraiser each year to support our other activities. We were expecting over 200 reenactors and attendance by the public of several thousand this year.
Park buildings were closed on March 16, and the Park itself was shut down by the order of Governor Murphy on April 5, as reported in our last newsletter. The Park was reopened to walkers on May 16. As of the time of the writing of this newsletter (June 1), Park buildings (including the Visitor Center and the historic Craig House) are still not reopened.
Activities scheduled for the Battle of Monmouth anniversary weekend on June 27-28 have also been cancelled, along with tours and lectures for June and July. In addition, Dr. Martin’s lectures planned for the Monmouth County Library have also been cancelled until further notice because of the virus. 
We will post on our website when our activities are able to resume. Hopefully we will be able to at least resume our popular walking tours on the first Sunday in August.
CRAIG HOUSE PROJECT ALTERED AND DELAYED


Our project to replace the two double Dutch doors on the battlefield side of the Craig House has been altered due to an anticipated change in contractors. It looks like we will only be able to replace one door, not two, this year. In addition, the project has been delayed by the virus pandemic. The project is being funded with the aid of a grant from the Monmouth County Historical Commission. We will keep you posted when this project gets moving again.

CONSTRUCTION OF NEW LIBRARY ALSO DELAYED


Construction of the long anticipated new research library in the old wing of the Visitor Center is now being delayed because the Park buildings have been closed due to the virus. 

We have had many ups and downs with this project the past five years. We will, of course, keep you posted on progress.
JULY 4 EVENT AT NEW JERSEY OLD TOWNE

MAY STILL BE HELD


Initial indications are that the July 4 commemorative programs held in New Brunswick the past several years may still be held this year, but at New Jersey Olde Towne in Piscataway. We will try to post information on this event on our website, since we usually have an FOMB information table there.

It is hard to believe that seven years have now gone by since the new Park Visitor Center was opened on June 13, 2013!!

Our mailing address is: The Friends of Monmouth Battlefield Inc., PO Box 122, Tennent, NJ 07763. 

Our website address is: www.friendsofmonmouth.org
2020 Membership Application
The Revolution in New Jersey had profound meaning. To help keep the past alive, we ask for your commitment in Protecting, Preserving and Historically Interpreting Monmouth Battlefield State Park, a Registered National Historic landmark, and the sites associated with the Monmouth Campaign of 1778.

Name
__________________________________________

Address
__________________________________________

City

__________________________________________

State

_________________
Zip Code
____________

CHECK ONE

New membership



Renewal

CIRCLE LEVEL OF MEMBERSHIP

Individual $20




Family $30

Senior Individual $5



Senior Family $10

Patron $100





Lifetime $250

Membership benefits include free entry at all Friends’ events and a 10% discount at the Gift Shop.

The Friends rely on membership and donations for much of our general operating budget. If you would like to make a donation above the membership dues, we would deeply appreciate your thoughtfulness. The Friends is a 501(c)(3) not-for profit organization and your donation is fully tax-deductible. Thank you.

Donation included in the amount of ______________________

FRIENDS OF MONMOUTH BATTLEFIELD, INC. Box 122, Tennent NJ
BIG COMMEMORATION OF BATTLE IN 1878

The year 1878 saw the biggest commemoration of the battle of Monmouth to date. June 28, the hundredth anniversary of the battle, saw a full day of parades, speeches and commemorative events in Freehold and the surrounding battle area. An estimated 20,000 visitors came to enjoy the celebration. The parade, which lasted an hour and a half, included some 1500 troops, who carried four Civil War battle flags; there were also several bands and numerous carriages for dignitaries.  The central event was exercises held at Monument Park (site of the present battle monument) at 1 P.M.  Efforts to have the monument erected in time for the centennial had not worked out, so instead ceremonies were held to lay the cornerstone; the monument was finally completed and dedicated in November 1884. Among the dedication speakers were former New Jersey Governor Joel Parker of Freehold, Congressman Samuel Cox, and B. Wood Throckmorton of Jersey City. Ex-Governor Newell and Historian General H.B. Carrington spoke later at smaller ceremonies held at Throckmorton’s Field. Distinguished visitors for the day included Governor George B. McClellan, General William Truex, General Judson Kilpatrick, and the Honorable Thomas B. Peddie of Newark. After the ceremonies and speeches there were refreshments offered at a number of sites. At 3:30 P.M. a polo match was held at the fairground, which was not well attended. Events were winding down by 4:30 as the attendees began flocking to the train station for their journey home.

A full description of the day’s events was published in the Monmouth Democrat on July 4, 1878, and it was described with interest in newspapers throughout the state, and on the whole east coast. A summary of these articles, along with texts of most of the speeches and some poetry written about the battle, was printed in Appendix, pages 1-50, of the book Old Times in Old Monmouth: Historical Reminiscences  of old Monmouth County, New Jersey,  by Edwin Salter and George C. Beekman (1887), from which the following excerpts are drawn.

Monmouth’s Centennial
From the Monmouth Democrat, July 4th, 1878

An eminent Englishman has wisely said that “A people which takes no pride in the noble achievements of remote ancestors, will never achieve anything worthy to be remembered with pride by remote descendants.” However great may be the sins of the United States as a nation, never can it, with truth, be said that her citizens of to day have forgotten the historic past, and neglect to honors those heroic men, who waded through seas of privation and bloodshed to break the chains of English despotism, and found a nation of freemen. Within the past few months celebration after celebration has caused the great heart of the nation to throb with patriotic pride. One of the grandest, most interesting, and most important of these celebrations occurred at Freehold on Friday, June 28th, It was in commemoration of the one hundredth anniversary of the Battle of Monmouth, that battle so justly famous in the annals of our infant republic, so glorious in the magnificent achievements of the 

1878 BATTLE CENTENNIAL (cont.)
American hosts, still more glorious in the grand results which followed those achievements. For weeks previous to the day of celebration, faithful committees had been patiently, unceasingly and untiringly at work, making every preparation which human ingenuity and labor could devise, in order to make the affair a success. Their efforts were crowned with signal success, for never was a celebration of such magnitude, planned and carried out in a more felicitous manner, and with such perfect harmony of opinion and action. At length the long expected anniversary day arrived. The booming of cannon on Briar Hill and the Englishtown pike ushered in its birth, and soon the joyous peals of bells rung out on the morning air. The sun rose in regal splendor… Instead of hostile armies in glittering array, a mighty throng of 20,000 peaceful citizens, all aglow with patriotism, gather in the leaf embowered streets of Freehold. 

A great event like the battle of Monmouth needs a great celebration, and in the present instance the people of old Monmouth were fully equal to the emergency. The procession was a magnificent one. As it passed down Main street, the horsemen mounted on gaily prancing, richly  caparisoned steeds, the white plumed Knights Templar, the white aproned Masons, the sun-browned soldiers with their glittering muskets, the Zouaves with their bright red costumes, the elegant carriages filled with civilians, made a gorgeous and brilliant spectacle. The masonic ceremonies at the laying   of the corner-stone of the battle monument, were of deeply solemn nature, and were eminently suitable at the founding of a monument to honor the heroes “who read their history in a nation’s eyes.”

The orators at both stands were filled with the importance of the occasion, and, as they spoke in gran and glowing language of the thrilling events of a century ago, the vestal fire of patriotism burning in the breast of their auditors, found expression in frequent hearty applause.


The 28th of June, 1878, with its commemoration exercises, will be long affectionately cherished in the memory of thousands of citizens of New Jersey and other states. Though it should fade from memory, may the event it celebrated never sink into oblivion,  but may it ever be a flaming beacon, lightening the pathway of Columbia’s hosts to future victories in freedom’s cause. 
Exercises at Monument Park

The procession arrived at the stand at Monument Park at 1 P.M. The audience in attendance was not so large as might have been expected from the vast throng which filled the streets, but this may be explained by the fact that there is no shade in the immediate vicinity of the stand and large numbers were afraid of sunstroke should they stand out under the blaring rays of the sun without the grateful protection of shade trees. The canvass canopied stand was filled with distinguished guests, both ladies and gentlemen, while a formidable army of reporters were seated at the long table which had been erected exclusively for their benefit.

1878 BATTLE CENTENNIAL (cont.): Casualties

No great event is entirely unaccompanied by accidents and misfortunes, and our celebration was no exemption to the general rule.


At the corner of Main and Throckmorton streets, a carryall wagon drawn by two mules, belonging to Pat Donshay, of Hillsdale, and filled with a party of young people. Backed into a one-horse vehicle belonging to Wm. Francis of Francis Mills. Both wagons had their right hind wheels broken, Mr. Francis and his daughter were violently thrown out upon the ground, the former sustaining severe though not dangerous bruises. The carryall party escaped unhurt.

Two, if not three soldiers were overcome by the heat. One was cared for by James S. Conover, and went home with his comrades. Another was more seriously affected and was cared for by Dr. D.M. Forman.
Thieves and pickpockets were plentiful in Freehold and vicinity and notwithstanding the admirable police arrangements, many persons were relieved of watches and many dwellings were robbed of their valuable contents while the owners were occupied with the pleasures of the celebration.

For the Thirsty Ones

Ample provision had been made through the suggestion of Mr. James H. Hawden. The railroad stations had barrels filled with ice-water, the F. & J. station consuming nearly a ton of ice. Ten men were employed by the committee in charge and equipped with badges reading “cold water free,” who passed to and fro giving to all who were thirsty a cup of cold water. Similar placards were posted throughout the town. Result, less intoxication than ever before known on a similar occasion.  The various stands for the sale of lemonade were forced to sell at a low rate, some losing much by stock left on hand.
        From the Hightstown Gazette

The celebration of the one hundredth anniversary of the battle of Monmouth, at Freehold, on Friday, June 28th, was a grand success, and too much credit cannot be given to the people of Monmouth, the citizens of Freehold, and the committees of arrangements for that success…We do not believe that as large a number of people ever gathered under similar circumstance, or went away better satisfied than did the twenty or so thousands who were in Freehold last Friday…The streets were cleaner than we ever saw the streets of that town before, and it almost seemed as if the dust had been removed for the occasion…


The hotels and saloons were open, but we can honestly say that we saw fewer drunken men in Freehold on Friday than on any other day that we remember having spent in the town…It would take a “square” or two if we merely named the different persons who invited us to their houses for lunch…


Before the celebration, we heard it sneeringly remarked that it “was to be a Freehold affair entirely.” If this was in any sense true then Freehold may put a feather in her cap, for a more pleasant welcome, a more successful carrying out of grand preparations was never displayed by a place of its size.
JAMES MONROE AT MONMOUTH
It is not commonly known that future President James Monroe served as a mid level officer at the battle of Monmouth. He was born in Virginia on April 28, 1758 and was a student at William and Mary College in Williamsburg when the Revolution started, so he was age 20 at the time of Monmouth. Like many of his classmates, he could not resist the allurement of the war and its cause, so he entered the army as a 2nd Lieutenant in the 3rd Virginia regiment in September 1775. He was a seasoned officer by the time of Monmouth, having seen action at Harlem Heights, White Plains, and Trenton, where he was badly wounded in the shoulder while leading a successful charge against Hessian cannons. Reportedly he could have bled to death had he not received prompt and skillful medical attention.


Monroe was promoted to the rank of captain for his bravery but could not return to action for three months because his wound healed slowly. He wanted a field command, since that is where the action and glory was, but none were available, so he accepted a position as additional aide-de-camp (staff officer) to Major General William Alexander (also known as Lord Stirling) with the rank of major. He was at the battles of Brandywine and Germantown but did not spend the winter at Valley Forge because Stirling was at Reading recovering from a wound that winter.


Monroe (now a full aide-de-camp and acting as Stirling’s adjutant) marched with Stirling’s command when the Continental army left Valley Forge on the way to Monmouth. Stirling encamped with the main body of Washington’s army at Ponolopon Bridge in Monroe Township on the night before the battle (later named after him). His unit was not engaged in the morning’s action but arrived on the field around noon with the main portion of the army. Stirling took position with the army’s left wing on Perrine Hill on the northern part of the battlefield.

Late in the afternoon, Monroe was sent out with a reconnaissance force to observe a British movement towards the right of the main Continental line. Following is the text of the report that he sent to General Washington on the field.

To General Washington

June 28, 1778

Sir,

Upon not receiving any answer to my first information and observing the enemy inclining toward your right I thought it advisable to hang as close on them as possible – I am at present within four hundred yrds. Of their right – I have only about 70 men who are now fatigued much. I have taken three prisoners – If I had six horsemen I think if I co’d serve you in no other way I sho’d in the course of the night procure good intelligence w’h I wo’d as soon as possible convey you.
I am Sir your most ob’t Serv’t





Ja.s Monroe

Lt. Col.o [Barachiah] Basset [of the 14th Massachusetts] is with me and wishes the same. 4 o’clock.

MONROE AT MONMOUTH (cont.)
 
z
Monroe’s scouting force in front of Perrine Hill  makes sense at this time, since there was considerable activity by both sides in this area late in the afternoon. It is not likely that his report alone led Washington to successfully reinforce his right, as has sometimes been claimed.  

Monroe otherwise did not play any significant part in the battle. Afterwards he was disappointed to witness the court martial of his good friend, Major General Charles Lee, for bad conduct and disrespect to General Washington at Monmouth.


Monmouth was to be Monroe’s last battle. He was still anxious for a field command but could not attain one because of the surplus of young officers, so he resigned from Stirling’s staff on December 20, 1778 in order to try to secure a promotion in a unit from Virginia. When this did not work out, he attempted to become a lieutenant colonel by raising a new regiment in Virginia. This endeavor also was unsuccessful, so he gave up on the army and eventually went back to school. There he studied law under Thomas Jefferson, which connection resulted in his well-known political career.


Monroe’s later career was one of the most distinguished of all the founding fathers. He served as senator from Virginia and Governor of Virginia and then as Secretary of War and Secretary of State in Jefferson’s presidency before becoming President himself from 1816-1825. He died on July 4, 1831. The Monroe Doctrine is named after him. 
Summary of Monroe’s Revolutionary War service. 1776. At the age of 18, cadet in the 3rd Virginia regiment. Promoted to a Lieutenancy and ordered to the main army under General Washington. At the battle of Harlem Heights, Sept. 16. White Plains, Oct. 18.  With the army in its retreat through New Jersey. Wounded at the battle of Trenton, Dec. 26. 1777, At the battle of Brandywine, Sept. 11. Germantown, Oct. 4. Appointed aid-de-camp on the staff of Lord Stirling, Nov. 20. With Washington in camp at Valley Forge. 1778. At Monmouth, June 28. Returned to Virginia. Appointed Lieut, Col. to one of the new regiments to be raised in that state. Owing to the exhausted state of Virginia’s finances the regiment was not raised and Monroe became supernumerary. Subsequently served as volunteer in the organization of State militia. Military commissioner from Virginia in the southern army. 1780. Student of law under Jefferson.
Monroe’s role at Monmouth was minimal and did not affect his career any more than his other engagements in the Revolution.
MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS NEEDED


Membership renewals have been slower than usual since February, which is understandable given the national health crisis. This has been a problem for numerous historical organizations because they cannot carry out their events and fundraisers. This situation has also impacted FOMB, especially with the loss of this year’s reenactment, which is our major fundraiser each year. We are fortunate that we have enough funds to continue our programs on a reduced schedule. Nevertheless, we would appreciate it if past members would renew, and of course we welcome new membership applications!
