FRIENDS OF MONMOUTH BATTLEFIELD

NEWSLETTER SEPTEMBER 2011
EARTHQUAKE AND HURRICANE STRIKE

THE PARK IN LATE AUGUST


Late August was certainly exciting in central New Jersey due to an earthquake and hurricane that struck in the same week!


At about 2 P.M. on Tuesday, August 23, much of the East Coast felt the tremors of a 5.9 magnitude earthquake that originated in central Virginia. Fortunately, the trembling lasted only a few seconds and did not cause any perceptible damage at the Park.   We are sorry to learn that damage was done to the Washington Monument and the National Cathedral in Washington D.C., and other buildings in that area.


Hurricane Irene, which hit the Park on the weekend of August 27-28, was a much more serious affair. Heavy winds buffeted the park all weekend, and rain literally fell in buckets. All told, Freehold was pelted by 12.7 inches of rain during the storm, reportedly the highest rainfall amount in the state. Fortunately, no major damage was done to the Visitor Center and damage to the Park itself did not extend beyond numerous downed tree limbs and flooded brooks. The nearby towns of Hightstown and Allentown suffered badly when their lakes overflowed, flooding local businesses and closing down stretches of state highways. 

The State closed down the Park that Saturday and Sunday for safety reasons, and it is now open again.


It certainly has been an eventful year at the Park, with heavy loss of trees and branches over the winter due to record snowfalls and now the earthquake and hurricane at the end of August!  

PROGRAM TO BE GIVEN ON SEPTEMBER 18,

“THEY WERE ALSO HERE”

On Sunday, September 18, David Martin will give a program at the Park on the topic, “They Were Also Here.” He will discuss the roles played in the battle by famous American officers such as James Monroe, Alexander Hamilton, Aaron Burr, Henry Knox, Daniel Morgan, Baron Von Steuben, and Anthony Wayne. Their participation in the battle is often overlooked and overshadowed by more famous officers such as Marquis de Lafayette, Charles Lee, and George Washington. The program will be given at 1:30 PM at the Visitor Center.  
PLANS STILL UNDERWAY TO BUILD NEW VISITOR

CENTER AT THE PARK

Architectural plans are now complete for the construction of a new Visitor Center at the Park, featuring a new and enlarged museum, additional office space, an auditorium, and an enlarged gift shop. Contracts are being put out for bid this fall. Once construction is started, the project is expected to take at least a year to complete.


Since plans are to knock down two-thirds of the current Visitor Center as part of the construction project, the Visitor Center (and gift shop) and their immediate environs will be closed during the building project.  At the moment we are not sure if we will be able to operate a gift shop and information booth elsewhere in the Park, or somewhere else close by. We will let you know as plans are finalized.
GIFT SHOP STILL OPEN ON SUNDAYS 1-4 PM


The gift shop run by the Friends at the Park Visitor Center has been open on Sundays from 1-4 P.M. all summer. Plans are to continue to have the gift shop open all fall, until it becomes necessary to close due to the Visitor Center Construction project.

MONTHLY WALKING TOURS ARE POPULAR


Our new program offering walking tours of the battlefield on the first Sunday of every month has proved quite popular. Jim Raleigh led one tour with 70 participants and David Martin led one in early August with 30. Tours commence at the Visitor Center at 1:30 PM on the first Sunday of each month, weather permitting. The starting point for the tours may need to be altered once the Visitor Center construction project gets underway. For up to date information, visit our website or contact President Jim Raleigh at 732-946-4921 (jfraleigh1@aol.com) or Vice President Dr. David Martin at 609-448-6355 (dmartin@peddie.org).

FOMB GENERAL MEETING
“BATTLE OF MONMOUTH MONUMENT
IN FREEHOLD”
WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 5, 7:00 P.M.
MONMOUTH COUNTY LIBRARY HEADQUARTERS 

The next general meeting of the Friends of Monmouth Battlefield will be held on Wednesday, October 5, at the Monmouth County Library Headquarters, located at 125 Symmes Drive in Manalapan (phone 732-431-7220). The meeting will begin at 7:00 P.M. and will end about 8:30. The program will be given on the topic “The Battle of Monmouth Monument in Freehold.” FOMB Vice President Dr. David Martin will discuss the history, structure and decoration of the monument, which was dedicated on November 13, 1884. The monument, which stands an impressive 94 feet tall, is located on Court Street in Freehold near the Monmouth County Historical Association’s museum. It features five large tablets by artist J.E. Kelly of New York City that depict different scenes associated with the campaign and battle. Reportedly a young Thomas A. Edison, the inventor, modeled for one of the figures on the monument – come to the talk and find out which one!  
FRIENDS TO HAVE BOOTH 

AT ARCHIVES DAY ON OCTOBER 15

FOMB members and friends are encouraged to attend Archives and History Day events and exhibits being held at the main branch of the Monmouth County Library, located on Symmes Drive in Manalapan Township, from 10 AM – 3 PM on Saturday, October 15. Come and visit our information booth! We will also have popular items and publications from our gift shop available for sale. Admission is free. 
PARK IS STILL OPEN REGULAR HOURS

We are pleased to report that Monmouth Battlefield State Park has been open regular hours, seven days a week, all summer. Fears of a cutback in hours, or additional cuts in staff, have not materialized. Park Historian Dr. Garry W. Stone is still on regular duty at the Park. We are sorry that seasonal interpreter Don Ward is no longer working for the Park; he has been ably replaced by Pete Michel, who worked with us in the same capacity a few years ago. We hope that the planned Visitor Center construction project will not affect the Park’s hours of operation, though we are aware the Visitor Center will be closed for quite a while.
MEMORIAL DAY SERVICE HELD AT THE PARK


This year for the third year the Friends sponsored a Memorial Day service at the Park. It was held on Sunday, May 29 at the flag pole area in front of the Visitor Center and was much appreciated.

“REVOLUTIONARY DAYS IN MONMOUTH COUNTY”

PROGRAMS AND TOURS HELD IN JUNE


As we have done the past several years, the Friends sponsored a number of programs and tours in the weeks before and after the annual battle re-enactment. On June 5 President Raleigh gave a most informative driving tour of the American route north on the day after the battle, and on June 12, he gave a similar driving tour of the British withdrawal routes after the battle.
On the weekend of June 26-27, the Friends sponsored talks and tours to commemorate the 233rd anniversary of the Battle of Monmouth, which was fought on June 28, 1778. Living Historian Stacy Roth gave her fine presentation on Molly Pitcher and women of the army on both days, under our sponsorship. Thanks also to Pete Michel for appearing with his Militia uniform and equipment.

FOMB PARTICIPATES IN JULY 4
PROGRAM IN NEW BRUNSWICK


On Monday, July 4, FOMB President Jim Raleigh gave a talk on the court-martial of General Charles Lee at the historic Buccleuch Mansion in New Brunswick. He was followed by a talk given by FOMB Treasurer George Dawson (who is also new Brunswick’s town historian) on events that occurred when Washington’s army was at New Brunswick the week after the battle of Monmouth. Our Vice President David Martin was also present, wearing Continental Line uniform and equipment, and fielded questions. The event was well attended and hopefully will be given again in future years.
LONG TIME TRUSTEE WALTER COHEN PASSES AWAY


We are sorry to report that long time trustee Walter Cohen passed away on May 20, 2011 at the age of 77. He was an ardent supporter of the Friends and actively attended all our events until his health problems worsened. His good nature, common sense, and sense of humor will be greatly missed by us all. 

ANNUAL BATTLE RE-ENACTMENT
A SUCCESS

The annual re-enactment of the Battle of Monmouth was held successfully on Saturday June 18 and Sunday June 19. The event was co-sponsored by the Friends of Monmouth Battlefield, Monmouth Battlefield State Park, and the re-enacting community. We were delighted to have excellent weather and are pleased to report that everything went off well. The event commemorated the 233rd anniversary of the battle. In addition to helping to organize and run the event, the Friends provided hay, straw, and water for over 200 re-enactors who gave drills and demonstrations and then re-enacted the battle. We also distributed the weekend’s schedule and program booklet, in addition to providing parking arrangements for the more than 400 carloads of spectators who attended each day. Our volunteers coordinated the sutlers, manned the gift shop, and sold cold drinks and snacks on the terrace next to the Visitor Center. We also arranged for Stacy Roth to give her popular program “Over Here, Molly Pitcher” on both days of the re-enactment weekend, and we provided monetary stipends for those re-enactors who brought cannons and horses to the event.


We are very thankful to all the volunteers who gave of their time and energy to help make this year’s re-enactment so successful. These included: Andy Beagle, Mike Cervini, George Dawson, Walter Kowalsky, Heather MacDonald, David Martin, Joe Nemeth, and Fran Raleigh and Jim Raleigh and their granddaughters Mary and Melissa.
DATES NOT SET FOR 2012 REENACTMENT


Plans are not yet set for next year’s reenactment. It is possible that it may be cancelled due to the Visitor Center Construction project. Discussion is underway between FOMB and the Park, however, to arrange an alternate location and time for the re-enactment. We will certainly keep you informed on this important topic and plans develop! We will also post “news bulletins” concerning the construction project and re-enactment on our website, www.friendsofmonmouth.org.
FRIENDS OF MONMOUTH BATTLEFIELD, INC.

PO BOX 122

TENNENT, NJ 07763

ANNUAL MEETING AND ELECTIONS

TO BE HELD DECEMBER 7

Our annual meeting and elections, as required by our by-laws, will be held on Wednesday, December 7, 2011. The place of the meeting has not yet been determined; it will be announced in the next newsletter and will also be available on our website. The nominating committee will present its slate of officers at the October 5 general meeting, at which time nominations will also be received from the floor. Ballots for officers, along with the annual plan and budget, will be mailed out in November. A list of current officers and trustees is listed below.

FOMB OFFICERS FOR 2011



President


James Raleigh




Vice President

Dr. David Martin




Secretary


Michael Cervini




Treasurer


George Dawson

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

(expiration of term in parentheses)
C. Andrew Beagle

(2012)

South Plainfield, NJ
Richard Bellamy

(2011)

Spotswood, NJ

Michael Cervini

(2012)

Toms River, NJ

George Dawson

(2013)

New Brunswick, NJ

Walter Kowalsky

(2011)

Freehold, NJ

Dr. David Martin

(2012)

East Windsor, NJ

Marilyn Miller

(2012)

Toms River, NJ

Joe Nemeth


(2013)

Edison, NJ

Fran Raleigh

(2013)

Colts Neck, NJ

James Raleigh

(2011)

Colts Neck, NJ

Peter Wagner

(2012)

Englishtown, NJ

SCHEDULE OF UPCOMING EVENTS
Sept. 18 (Sun.)
“They Were Also There.” Program at Park, 1:30 PM

Oct. 2 (Sun.)
Walking Tour at Park, 1:30 PM

Oct. 5 (Wed.)
“Monmouth Battle Monument in Freehold”




General meeting at Monmouth County Library, 7 PM

Oct. 15 (Sat.)
Monmouth County Library Archives Day, 10 AM–3 PM

Nov. 6 (Sun.)
Walking Tour at Park, 1:30 PM

Dec. 4 (Sun.)
Walking Tour at Park, 1:30 PM

Dec. 7 (Wed.)
FOMB Annual Meeting, 7 PM, place TBA

HENRY KNOX AT MONMOUTH by Dr. David Martin


Henry Knox was 26 years old during the Monmouth campaign and was serving as the army’s Chief of Artillery. During the battle, however, he acted more as a senior staff officer; tactical control of the field artillery during the morning part of the battle was exercised by Lt. Col. Eleazar Oswald, and the guns posted on Combs’ Hill were directed Knox’s adjutant, Chevalier du Plessis.

The opening of the battle consisted of an advance by General Charles Lee’s wing towards and through Monmouth Court House in an effort to engage the British rear guard. After Lee had initiated his movement, General Knox was sent by Washington to join the advance “for a particular purpose.” While conferring with Lee, Knox mentioned  a deep and wooded ravine in the rear of Lee’s command (the East Morass) which Lee was not aware of. Lee simply responded that he was not sufficiently informed of the ground before that he “came on it, and, that the morass was a disagreeable circumstance, but that he would endeavor to make the best of it.” Having accomplished his mission, whatever it was, Knox returned to report to Washington. Lee, however, lost control of the situation he was in, partly because of his unfamiliarity with the terrain, and his troops began moving to the rear.

Knox remained with the main body of the army until the troops of Lee’s command were seen to be streaming back to the west. Knox then rode forward and found Washington and Lee in heavy conversation. When they were finished, Washington directed Knox to bring up some cannons to face the enemy and stay with them. As Washington galloped off to the rear, Knox spoke briefly with Lee and then set about posting his guns. He had a good eye for the terrain and directed Captain Seward’s battery of the Third Continental Artillery to retire west across the middle morass and form on a hill there. Seward’s command then fired over fifty rounds at the British, slowing up the enemy advance enough to allow a large portion of Lee’s command to cross the morass on the causeway there.  As Lee’s force continued to pull back, Knox’s cannons, including David Cook’s battery, moved from point to point to give them covering fire. Knox later aptly described this stage of the battle, “The field pieces were repeatedly unlimbered and fired on the enemy, who advanced on our front in a scattered manner.” 

At one point Lt. Col. Oswald appealed for support for his guns, since all the infantry was in retreat and he was afraid that he would lose his guns. Before Knox could get help, Oswald was ordered by Lee to fall back. As he did so, Knox approached Col. Henry Jackson to request him to take his command to the support of Oswald’s guns. However, Oswald was again ordered to the rear because of intense pressure on both flanks of the American line.  

Several accounts mention Knox riding up and down the line giving direct orders and encouragement to his guns facing the British advance. Their fire enabled the remaining American infantry to cross the west morass safely; the well-served artillery also withdrew safely, without the loss of a gun. 

Soon Washington and Knox formed about 10-12 cannons on Perrine Hill in support of the main body of the American army, which had come up late in the morning from the direction of Englishtown. These guns during the earlier afternoon conducted one of the largest artillery actions that occurred during the war. 

There is no question that General Knox played an active and significant part in the course of the battle. Dr. James Thatcher wrote, “In the hard-fought contest of Monmouth, no officer was more distinguished than General Knox. In the front of the battle, he was seen animating the soldiers and directing the thunder of their cannon. His skill and bravery were so conspicuous that he received the particular approbation of the commander-in-chief in general orders issued on the day succeeding the battle, in which he says that ‘the enemy have done us the honor to acknowledge that no artillery could have been better served than ours.’”


After the battle Knox was called on to testify at the court martial of General Charles Lee.  He wrote his brother that he was generally ignorant of some of the circumstances of the case and wished sincerely that the situation “had never taken place.” When called to testify, he gave a relatively mild account of Washington’s confrontation

with Lee during the latter’s withdrawal. Then, when Lee asked him during cross examination if he thought that Lee was master of himself, Knox testified, “I did not observe the least embarrassment in you, but much the reverse, as every order you delivered me was delivered with the same coolness as in common when our of the field. ”


Despite Knox’s testimony, Lee was found guilty of the charges brought against him and was accordingly relieved of command. He apparently left one of his dogs with his friend Knox, since the following advertisement appeared in a January 2, 1779 newspaper published near the American winter camp: “Lost or stolen on the seventh instant, a small English Spaniel DOG, the grounds of his color is a very shiny white, his ears marked with yellow, as likewise two or three yellow broad spots on his sides and rump, his tail extremely bushy; had on a brass collar with General Lee’s name. Whoever shall bring him…to General Knox at Pluckemin, shall received twenty dollars reward.”



Knox continued to serve well after Monmouth and played a key role at the great victory of Yorktown. He was appointed major general in 1782 and after the war succeeded Washington as commander-in-chief of the army in 1783-1784. He was then named Secretary of War under the Article of Confederation national government, serving in the same capacity in Washington’s first cabinet from 1789-1794. He died at his home near Thomaston, Maine in 1806, as the result of swallowing a chicken bone. Fort Knox, Tennessee, our nation’s gold repository, is named after him. 

