FRIENDS OF MONMOUTH BATTLEFIELD

NEWSLETTER SEPTEMBER 2010

FOMB GENERAL MEETING
“GENERAL VON STEUBEN’S ROLE

IN THE BATTLE OF MONMOUTH”
WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 6, 7:00 P.M.
MONMOUTH COUNTY LIBRARY HEADQUARTERS 

The next general meeting of the Friends of Monmouth Battlefield will be held on Wednesday, October 6, at the Monmouth County Library Headquarters, located at 125 Symmes Drive in Manalapan (phone 732-431-7220). The meeting will begin at 7:00 P.M. and will end about 8:30. The program will be given on the topic “General von Steuben’s Role in the Battle of Monmouth.”  It is well known that the American army fought much better at Monmouth that it had earlier in the war because of the training that General Von Steuben gave the troops while in their encampment at Valley Forge during the winter of 1777-1778 prior to the Monmouth campaign.  Von Steuben had a strong personality and was quite a character, particularly since he did not have all the military background that he claimed in the dossier he presented to Congress. Come and learn exactly what it was that Von Steuben taught the troops, how he did it, and how this training affected the course and outcome of the battle. The program will be presented jointly by Friends’ President Jim Raleigh and Vice President David Martin.

FRIENDS TO HAVE BOOTH 

AT ARCHIVES DAY ON OCTOBER 9

FOMB members and friends are encouraged to attend Archives and History Day events and exhibits being held at the main branch of the Monmouth County Library, located on Symmes Drive in Manalapan Township, from 10 AM – 3 PM on Saturday, October 9. Come and visit our information booth! We will also have popular items and publications from our gift shop available for sale. Admission is free. 
GIFT SHOP STILL OPEN ON SUNDAYS 1-4 PM


The gift shop run by the Friends at the Park Visitor Center has been open on Sundays from 1-4 P.M. all summer. Plans are to continue to have the gift shop open all winter, as long as the Park has the staffing to keep the Visitor Center open. We will keep you posted! 
PARK IS STILL OPEN REGULAR HOURS


We are pleased to report that Monmouth Battlefield State Park has been open regular hours, seven days a week, all summer. Fears of a cutback in hours, or additional cuts in staff, have not materialized. Park Historian Dr. Garry W. Stone is still on regular duty at the Park. He is assisted by seasonal interpreter Don Ward. We are hopeful that regular hours will continue to be maintained over the fall and winter, in spite of the state’s continued budget crisis. We are still waiting to hear if Don Ward will be kept on staff over the winter or not.

“REVOLUTIONARY DAYS IN MONMOUTH COUNTY”

PROGRAMS AND TOURS HELD IN JUNE


As we have done the past several years, the Friends sponsored a number of programs and tours in the weeks before and after the annual battle re-enactment. Walking tours to “seldom seen parts of the Park” were given by Jim Raleigh on Saturday, June 5, as part of National Trails Days observances. On June 6 President Raleigh gave a most informative driving tour to the location of the camp sites occupied by the American troops the on June 27, 1778, the night before the battle. On June 9, David Martin gave an enlightening program on General Washington’s movements hour by hour during the battle. On June 13, Jim Raleigh gave a talk and tour on the role of Morgan’s riflemen in the battle.   

The Friends also provided programming and tours on June 26 and 27, the weekend after the reenactment, which was the actual anniversary of the battle. Walking tours of the battlefield were held each day, as were “Over Hill Molly Pitcher!” presentations given by Stacy Roth (she even gave an “encore” program on Sunday when a scout troop came by just as she was finishing her scheduled show). We are appreciative to Dr. Garry Stone and Don Ward of the park staff for being on hand to give children’s infantry drills and cannon drills both days.

FOMB PARTICIPATES IN JULY 5

PROGRAM IN NEW BRUNSWICK


On Monday, July 5, FOMB President Jim Raleigh gave a talk on the court-martial of General Charles Lee at the historic Buccleuch Mansion in New Brunswick. He was followed by a talk given by FOMB Treasurer George Dawson (who is also new Brunswick’s town historian) on events that occurred when Washington’s army was at New Brunswick the week after the battle of Monmouth. The event was well attended and hopefully will be given again in future years,
ANNUAL BATTLE RE-ENACTMENT
A SUCCESS IN JUNE


The annual re-enactment of the Battle of Monmouth was held successfully on Saturday June 19 and Sunday June 20. The event was co-sponsored by the Friends of Monmouth Battlefield and Monmouth Battlefield State Park. We were delighted to have excellent weather and are pleased to report that everything went off well. The event commemorated the 232nd anniversary of the battle. In addition to helping to organize and run the event, the Friends provided hay, straw, and water for the approximately 250 re-enactors who gave drills and demonstrations and then re-enacted the battle. We also distributed the weekend’s schedule and program booklet, in addition to providing parking arrangements for the more than 400 carloads of spectators who attended each day. Our volunteers coordinated the sutlers, manned the gift shop, and sold cold drinks and snacks on the terrace next to the Visitor Center. We also arranged for Stacy Roth to give her popular program “Over Here, Molly Pitcher” on both days of the re-enactment weekend, and we provided monetary stipends for those re-enactors who brought cannons and horses to the event.


We are very thankful to all the volunteers who gave of their time and energy to help make this year’s re-enactment so successful. These included: Andy Beagle, Mike Cervini, George Dawson, Dolores Gibson, Walter Kowalsky, Heather MacDonald, David Martin, Marilyn Miller, Joe Nemeth, and Fran Raleigh and Jim Raleigh and their granddaughters Mary and Melissa.
DATES SET FOR 2011 REENACTMENT


Plans are set to hold next year’s annual reenactment of the Battle of Monmouth on June 18 and 19, 2011. The Friends will sponsor additional commemoration of the battle on June 24 and 25, 2011, which are closer to the actual anniversary date of the battle (which was fought on June 28, 1778). Up to date information on the reenactment and on all our activities at the Park can always be found at our new website.
MEMORIAL DAY SERVICE HELD AT THE PARK


This year for the second year the Friends sponsored a Memorial Day service at the Park. It was held on Sunday, May 30 at the flag pole area in front of the Visitor Center and was much appreciated.
FOMB WEBSITE LAUNCHED!!!

www.friendsofmonmouth.org

After (literally) years of planning and months of preparation, the Friends’ website was finally launched in June. The address is www.friendsofmonmouth.org. The website contains information about the Friends and our history, a list of officers, contact information, membership information, and information about the battle. It also contains up-to-date information on the annual reenactment and status of Monmouth Battlefield State Park (which is important because of pending budget cuts and possible curtailment of hours or even closing of the Park). Copies of the most recent newsletters will also be posted on the website, along with a list of items available from our gift shop that are available by mail. The website is not completed yet, though, as work is still being done to add about twenty historical articles from previous newsletters and also we will be adding a number of links. Thanks to Jim Raleigh and David Martin for all their work to make our website happen! Have a look and let us know what you think of it and how we could improve it! Thanks and enjoy!!
FOMB SPONSORS BIRD WALKS


This spring FOMB Treasurer George Dawson and his wife Barbara have offered bird walks on the battlefield, some in conjunction with the New Jersey Audubon Society. If you are interested in attending or helping with future bird walks, let us know! Right now Audubon Society bird walks are scheduled to be given at the Park on October 10, November 14. and January 9. Walks start at 8:15 A.M. and may be dependent on the weather. Call the Park at 732-462-9616 for more information.

DOG SHOWS HELD AT THE PARK

Dog shows are regularly held in the Park much of the year. Though not sponsored by FOMB, they may be of interest to some of our members. Upcoming shows are scheduled as follows: September 26, 10 A.M. to 2 P.M.; October 2 and 3, and October 10 and 11, 8 A.M. to 5 P.M., Rare Breeds; October 31, 8 A.M. to 5 P.M., German Shepherd Dog Show. The dog shows are held near the Von Steuben statue, to the northeast of the Visitor Center.
THE FRIENDS OF MONMOUTH BATTLEFIELD, INC.
PO BOX 122, TENNENT, NJ 07763
ANNUAL MEETING AND ELECTIONS

TO BE HELD DECEMBER 1

Our annual meeting and elections, as required by our by-laws, will be held on Wednesday, December 1, 2010. The place of the meeting has not yet been determined; it will be announced in the next newsletter and will also be available on our website. The nominating committee will present its slate of officers at the October 6 general meeting, at which time nominations will also be received from the floor. Ballots for officers, along with the annual plan and budget, will be mailed out in November. A list of current officers and trustees is listed below.

FOMB OFFICERS FOR 2010



President


James Raleigh




Vice President

Dr. David Martin




Secretary


Michael Cervini




Treasurer


George Dawson

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
(expiration of term in parentheses)


Richard Bellamy

(2011)
Spotswood, NJ



Paul Bette


(2012)
New Egypt, NJ



Michael Cervini

(2012)
Toms River, NJ



George Dawson

(2010)
New Brunswick, NJ



Walter Kowalsky

(2011)
Freehold, NJ



Dr. David Martin

(2012)
East Windsor, NJ



Marilyn Miller

(2012) 
Toms River, NJ



Joe Nemeth


(2010)
Edison, NJ



Fran Raleigh

(2010)
Colts Neck, NJ



James Raleigh

(2011)
Colts Neck, NJ



Peter Wagner

(2012)
Englishtown, NJ
FOR MORE INFORMATION

For more information on the Friends of Monmouth Battlefield, Inc. and our programs, please contact President Jim Raleigh at 732-946-4921 (jfraleigh1@aol.com) or Vice President Dr. David Martin at 609-448-6355 (dmartin@peddie.org).

EXCERPTS FROM BARON VON STEUBEN’S
REVOLUTIONARY WAR DRILL MANUAL

Chapter IV. Of the Formation of a Regiment.


For the greater facility in maneuvering, each regiment consisting of more than one hundred and sixty files, is to be formed in two battalions, with an interval of twenty paces between them, and one colour posted in the centre of each battalion; the colonel fifteen paces before the centre of the first battalion; the lieutenant-colonel fifteen paces before the centre of the second battalion; the major fifteen paces behind the interval of the two battalions; the adjutant two paces from the major; the drum and fife-major two paces behind the centre of the first battalion; their places behind the second battalion being supplied by a drum and fife; and the other drums and fifes equally divided on the wings of each battalion.


When a regiment is reduced to one hundred and sixty files, it is to be formed in one battalion, with both colours in the centre; the colonel sixteen paces before the colours; the lieutenant colonel eight paces behind the colonel; the major fifteen paces behind the centre of the battalion, having the adjutant at his side; the drum and fife major two paces behind the centre of the battalions and the drums and fifes equally divided on the wings.


Every battalion, whether it compose the whole, or only half of a regiment, is to be divided into four divisions and eight platoons; no platoon to consist of less than ten files; so that a regiment consisting of less than eighty files, cannot form a battalion, but must be incorporated with some other, or employed on detachment.


In case of the absence of any field officers, his place is to be filled by the officer next in rank in the regiment; and in order that the officers may remain with their respective companies, if any company officer is absent, his place shall be supplied by the officer next in rank in the same company but should it happen that a company is left without an officer, the colonel or commanding officer may order an officer of another company to take command, as well for the exercise as for the discipline and police of the company in camp.


When the light company is with the regiment  it must be formed twenty paces on the right on parade, but must not interfere with the exercise of the battalion, but exercise by itself; and when the light infantry are embodied every four companies will form a battalion and exercise in the same manner as the battalion in the line.
Chapter V. Of the Instruction of Recruits,

The recruits must be taken singly, and first taught to put on their accoutrements, and carry themselves properly.
The Position of a Soldier without Arms.


He is to stand straight and firm upon his legs, with the head turned far to the right so far as to bring the left eye over the waistcoat buttons; the heels two inches apart; the toes turned out; the belly drawn in a little, but without constraint; the breast a little projected; the shoulders square to the front, and kept back; and the hands hanging down the sides, with the palms close to the thighs,

Attention!

At this word the soldier must be silent, stand firm and steady, moving neither hand nor foot (except as ordered) but attend carefully to the words of command. This attention of the soldier must be observed in the strictest manner, till he receives the word

Rest!

At which he may refresh himself, by moving his hands or feet; but must not then sit down or quit his place, unless permitted to do so.
Attention! To the Left, - Dress!

At this word the soldier turns his head briskly to the left. So as to bring his right eye in the direction of his waistcoat buttons. 

To the Right – Dress!

The soldier dresses to the right, as before.

To the Right – Face! Two motions.

Turn briskly on both heels to the right, lifting up the toes a little, and describing the quarter of a circle. Bring back the right foot to its proper position.

To the Right about – Face! Three motions.

Step back with the right foot, bringing the buckle opposite the left heel, at the same time seizing the cartridge-box with the right hand. Turn briskly on both heels, and describe half a circle. Bring back the right foot, at the same time quitting the cartridge-box. 

When the recruit is sufficiently expert in the foregoing points, he must be taught the different steps.

The Common Step.

Is two feet, and about seventy-five in a minute.
THE MANUAL EXERCISE

I. Raise – Firelock! Two motions.

1st. With your left hand turn the firelock briskly, bringing the lock to the front, at the same instant seize it with the right hand just below the lock, keeping the piece perpendicular.

2nd. With a quick motion bring up the firelock from the shoulder directly before the face, and seize it with the left hand just above the lock, so that the little finger may rest upon the feather spring, and the thumb lie on the lock; the left hand must be of an equal height with the eyes.

II. Cock – Firelock! Two motions.

1st. Turn the barrel opposite to your face, and place your thumb upon the cock, raising the elbow square at this motion.

2nd. Cock the firelock by drawing down your elbow, immediately placing your thumb upon the breech-pin, and the fingers under the guard.

III. Take Aim! One Motion.

Step back about six inches with the right foot, bringing the toe to the front; at the same time drop the muzzle, and bring up the butt-end of the firelock against your right shoulder; place the left hand forward on the swell of the stock, and the fore-finger of the right hand before the trigger; sinking the muzzle a little below a level, and with the right eye looking along the barrel.

IV. Fire! One motion.

Pull the trigger briskly, and immediately after bringing up the right foot, come to the priming position, placing the heels even, with the right toe pointing to the right, and the lock opposite the right breast, the muzzle directly to the front and as high as the hat, the left hand just forward of the feather-spring, holding the piece firm and steady; and at the same time seize the cock with the fire-finger and thumb of the right hand, the back of the hand turned up. 
V. Half-Cock  - Flintlock! One motion.

Half bend the cock briskly, bringing down the elbow to the butt of the firelock.

VI. Handle – Cartridge! One motion.

Bring your right hand short round to your pouch, slapping it hard, seize the cartridge, and bring it with a quick motion to your mouth, bite the top off down to the powder, covering it instantly with your thumb, and bring down the hand as low as the chin, with the elbow down.

VII. Prime! One motion.
Shake the powder into the pan, and covering the cartridge again, place the three fingers behind the hammer, with the elbow up.

Explanation of Priming and Loading, as Performed in the Firings.

Prime and Load! Fifteen motions.

1st. Come to the recover, throwing up your firelock, with a smart spring of the left hand, directly before the left breast, and turning the barrel

inwards; at that moment catch it with the right hand below the lock, and instantly bringing up the left hand, with a rapid motion, seize the piece close above the lock, the little finger touching the feather-spring; the left hand to be at an equal height with the eyes, the butt of the firelock close to the left breast, but not pressed, and the barrel perpendicular.

2nd. Bring the firelock down with a brisk motion to the priming position, as directed in the 4th word of the command, instantly placing the thumb of the right hand against the face of the steel, the fingers clenched, and the elbow a little turned out, that the wrist may be clear of the cock.
3rd. Open the pan by throwing back the steel with a strong notion of the right arm, keeping the firelock steady in the left hand.

4th. Handle cartridge.

5th. Prime.

6th. Shut pan.

7th. Cast about.

8th and 9th. Load.

10th and 11th. Draw rammer.

12th. Ram down cartridge.

13th. Return rammer.

14th and 15th. Shoulder.

Note well. The motion of recover, coming down to the priming position, and opening the pan, to be done in the usual time, the motions of handling the cartridge to shitting the pan, to be done as quick as possible; when the pans are shut, make a small pause, and cast about together; then the loading and shouldering motions are to be done as quick as possible.
