FRIENDS OF MONMOUTH BATTLEFIELD
NEWSLETTER NOVEMBER 2011
ANNUAL MEETING AND ELECTIONS

TO BE HELD DECEMBER 7

Our annual meeting and elections, as required by our by-laws, will be held on Wednesday, December 7, 2011 at the Jewish Heritage Museum of Monmouth County, 310 Mounts Corner Drive, Freehold, NJ 07728. The Museum is located on Route 537, at the back of the shopping center at the northwest corner of the intersection of Route 537 and Wemrock Road. It is about half way between Centrastate Medical Center and the intersection of Route 537 and Route 33. Go to the back of the shopping center and look for signs for the museum. If you have difficulty locating the Museum, call Dr. David Martin at 609-529-5356. There is ample parking located behind the museum. The main entrance is on the shopping center side of the building. The museum is located on the second floor of the building, which has an elevator and is handicapped accessible. Light refreshments will be served.
The business portion of the meeting will begin at 7:00 PM, followed at about 7:30 by short program on history and collections of the Jewish Museum of Monmouth County. Ballots and election information are being mailed separately to paid up members. The nominating committee presented its slate of officers at the October 5 general meeting. At that time all current officers were renominated, as were all current trustees whose terms expire this year. In addition, Donald Peck was nominated form the floor. The proposed annual plan for 2012 and annual budget for 2012 were approved by the Board of Trustees at their meeting held on November 9, 2011. A list of current officers and trustees is listed later in this newsletter.
During the meeting we will also give an update of most recent developments concerning the planned construction project at the Monmouth Battlefield State Park Visitor Center, including its planned closing date and planned relocation of the Friends’ office and gift shop to the Craig House on Route 9 during the construction. 
We will be hosted at the annual meeting by long time FOMB member and friend Jean Klerman. In the past Jim Raleigh and David Martin of the FOMB have helped advise the museum on their displays on the role of Jewish residents of Monmouth County in the Revolution. We are grateful to Jean and the other trustees and officers of the museum for hosting us. This will be an excellent opportunity for you to come and visit this interesting museum, which is housed in a restored ca. 1800 barn that was once part of the Levi Solomon farm.
PARK IS STILL OPEN; TIMING OF CONSTRUCTION PROJECT STILL NOT FINALIZED

We are pleased to report that the Park has been open regular hours all fall, and that we have not heard any more rumors about our Park (or other State Parks) being closed or having their hours cut back due to the ongoing state fiscal crisis.


Plans have been finalized for the construction project at the Visitor Center, but a groundbreaking date has not been set yet.  Once the bids are sent out and contracts signed, the Visitor Center will be closed for 12 months for the construction project. The project includes demolition of the current west wing of the Visitor Center (including the snack bar area, where we have had our temporary officer the past couple years), and erection of a new auditorium, museum, and office area (complete with a new and expanded Friends’ gift shop). The current east wing of the Visitor Center will be renovated into meeting areas, work space, and mechanical zones.

Discussions are ongoing with the Park as to where the Friends’ office and gift shop will be relocated during the construction project. Current plans are focusing on having the Friends move to the historic Craig House on Route 9 during the length of the construction project. This would allow us to continue to interpret the battle and the park, and would have the added advantage of opening the Craig House for visitation for the first time in a number of years (it has been closed due to lack of staffing).


At the moment it looks like the Visitor Center will not be closed until January. We will continue to operate out gift shop there until the building closes. At that point we would shut down for the winter and reopen at the Craig House on or about April 8. Latest up to date information will be posted on our website and will be discussed at our annual meeting on December 7.

REGULAR MONTHLY GUIDED BATTLEFIELD 

WALKS WILL CONTINUE TO BE OFFERED

Our popular walking tour program instituted this year, giving guided tours of the battlefield on the first Sunday of every month, will continue to be offered during the Visitor Center construction project. At the moment, tours are scheduled to begin at the Picnic Pavilion area in Liberty Grove (off to the right of the main drive to the Visitor Center). If this plans change, we will advise you on the website and through the newsletter. Tours start at 1:30 PM, weather permitting. Tour routes are often determined by those in attendance. Usually tours go to the Hedge Row and Parsonage areas; other times we caravan by car to walk the north side of the park or other areas near by. 

PLANS UNDER DISCUSSION FOR 2012 REENACTMENT


Present plans are being developed for the 2012 annual reenactment. Since the Visitor Center Construction project will make the “traditional” battle area on the north slope of Combs’ Hill inaccessible, alternate plans are being discussed. These focus on holding the reenactment on the west side of the Park (where event parking has been in the past), or possibly at another site within the Park.     We will keep you posted on the website, at the annual meeting, and through our newsletter.


Whatever happens with the reenactment, the Friends will definitely sponsor our own commemoration of the battle on the weekend closest to the anniversary date of June 28, 1778, as we have been doing the past several years. The date for next year would be June 23 and 24, so as not to conflict with holiday travel plans on June 30-July 1 weekend. 
FOMB MEMBERSHIP REACHES 100 FAMILIES;

2012 MEMBERSHIP DRIVE UNDER WAY


We are pleased to report that our membership now has reached 100 families. The 100th member is Joseph Salvo of Monroe Township. Welcome! Due to the fact that we have a large number of family memberships (husband and wife), our actual membership count is 118. We are especially appreciative of our 16 life members. You might be interested to know that we have 18 member families from out of state. California and New York have the most with 3 each; other states from which our members hail include Connecticut, Florida, Illinois, Maryland, Massachusetts. North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania and Virginia.

Enclosed you will find dues information and a membership application for the year 2012. We greatly appreciate the support of our members and patrons. Without you we would not be able to enrich the Park with our programs, tours, and financial support. If you have already paid your dues for next year, we will so note on the enclosed application.

Continuing your membership this year is all the more important in view of the increased expenses we will incur as a result of our relocation during the Visitor Center construction project. Thanks! 

Our website address is: www.friendsofmonmouth.org.

EXPLANATION OF NEXT YEAR’S UNBALANCED BUDGET

Since this is the first time in several years that the Trustees have proposed an unbalanced budget, we thought that further explanation might be appropriate. Last year the budget matched anticipated income at $16,300. This year the proposed budget of $13,900 is $5300 above projected income of $8600 (full budget details are being mailed out separately to FOMB members along with the annual meeting notice.) 

The main reasons for this discrepancy are four.


Firstly, we anticipate reduced attendance at the proposed reenactment next June, due to the Visitor Center construction project. and the continued poor state of the national economy. In addition, the cost of putting on the event will be higher than usual, because we will need to rent additional port-a-johns due to Visitor Center being closed, and we will need to rent a tent for the Friends to use in the sutler area, for the same reason. For these reasons we anticipate running the event at up to a $3000 loss instead of having a net gain from it as usual.

Secondly, the closing of the Visitor Center necessitates a number of related one time costs. Specifically, we will need to box up our office records and most of our gift shop stock and supplies ($300) and possibly pay for a storage facility to keep them in for a year. It will also cost an estimated $500 to set up and equip a temporary office at the Craig House during the construction project.

Thirdly, we anticipate that there will be significantly less visitation at the temporary Craig House site during the year of the construction project, than we customarily enjoyed at the Park Visitor Center. We also will not be able to maintain as large a gift shop at the Craig House than we have had before, do to space and to air conditioning constraints. These factors will result in less income from gift shop sales as well as lower on site donations to our donations jar.


Fourthly, since we will be quartered at the Craig House for at least a year, we feel we should apply again for some matching grants for maintenance  of the site, as we used  do until about 2003. This year we will seek a matching grant of $1500 for this purpose, not budgeted before.


Fortunately, we have sufficient surplus from the past few years to cover these extra expenses anticipated in 2012. We also foresee possible

additional expenses in 2013 to aid in equipping the gift shop in the new Visitor Center and to help set up named displays and exhibits in the new museum. (This is not to mention the $4000 we have already set aside for the cost of four new wayside exhibits not yet erected on the battlefield.)  


We hope that these explanations make sense and are agreeable to you. Any questions, please bring them up at the annual meeting, or feel free to contact one of the board members or officers.
PROGRAMS GIVEN ON AMERICAN OFFICERS 
IN THE BATTLE AND ON THE BATTLE

MONUMENT IN FREEHOLD

This Fall our Vice President, David Martin, gave two programs on the battle and its history. On Sunday, September 18, he gave a talk at the Park on the topic, “They Were Also Here.” There he discussed the roles played in the battle by famous American officers such as James Monroe, Alexander Hamilton, Aaron Burr, Henry Knox, Daniel Morgan, Baron Von Steuben, and Anthony Wayne. The roles of some of these officers have already been given in previous issues of our newsletter and others will appear in the future. He is working on revising them all for publication in a booklet to be sold at the gift shop.
On Wednesday, October 5, Dr. Martin gave a talk at our last general meeting on the history and decoration of the Battle of Monmouth Monument in Freehold. It was dedicated on November 13, 1884 and  stands an impressive 94 feet tall. During his talk he discussed the design and themes of the monument’s five large bronze tablets by artist J.E. Kelly of New York City that depict different scenes associated with the campaign and battle. Models for different figures on the tablets included the artist’s mother, the artist himself, and a young Thomas A. Edison. The model for the figure of “Liberty Triumphant” on top of the monument was a popular actress of the day named Mary Anderson (1859-1940). Dr. Martin discussed her life and career as an interesting sidelight to the history of the monument. The larger than life-size statue of “Liberty” was struck by lightning in 1894 and replaced in 1896. The original, damaged statue was acquired by the town of Freehold in 1999 and was set up in a small park on Main Street just north of the old courthouse in 2003. 
Plans are to conduct a “field trip” to visit the Battle of Freehold Monument in June 2012.
FOMB WELL REPRESENTED AT ARCHIVES DAY 

FOMB MEMBER JOE BILBY HONORED


Our organization was well represented at the annual Monmouth County Archives and History Day exhibits and program held on Saturday, October 15 at the main branch of the Monmouth County Library on Symmes Drive. Vice President David Martin manned a table featuring handouts given out at the Park. He also had a large number of booklets and books from our gift shop. During the awards ceremony, FOMB member Joseph Bilby was honored with the Jane Clayton award for his significant writings and research on the history of Monmouth County. Congratulations, Joe!
WHAT’S NEW AT THE PARK


Seasonal interpreters Don Ward and Pete Michel are both working at the Park to assist visitors in interpreting the battle. Hopefully they will be able to continue working with us at the Craig House after we move there when the Visitor Center construction project commences.

A bronze plaque in memory of Joe Driscoll, former member of the Friends who died on 9/11/01, has been set up in the entryway of the Visitor Center.  The plaque also recognizes the contributions that FOMB has received from the “Walk with Joe” fundraiser that has been held annually at the Park since 2002.
FOR MORE INFORMATION

For more information on the Friends of Monmouth Battlefield, Inc. and our goals and programs, please contact President Jim Raleigh at 732-946-4921 (jfraleigh1@aol.com) or Vice President Dr. David Martin at 609-448-6355 (dmartin@peddie.org). Our mailing address is: THE FRIENDS OF MONMOUTH BATTLEFIELD, INC., PO BOX 122, TENNENT, NJ 07763. Our new website address is: www.friendsofmonmouth.org.
FOMB OFFICERS FOR 2011



President


James Raleigh




Vice President

Dr. David Martin




Secretary


Michael Cervini




Treasurer


George Dawson

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

(end of term in parentheses)


Andrew Beagle

(2013)
South Plainfield, NJ


Richard Bellamy

(2011)
Spotswood, NJ



Michael Cervini

(2012)
Toms River, NJ



George Dawson

(2013)
New Brunswick, NJ



Walter Kowalsky

(2011)
Freehold, NJ



Dr. David Martin

(2012)
East Windsor, NJ



Marilyn Miller

(2012) 
Toms River, NJ



Joe Nemeth


(2013)
Edison, NJ



Fran Raleigh

(2013)
Colts Neck, NJ



James Raleigh

(2011)
Colts Neck, NJ



Peter Wagner

(2012)
Englishtown, NJ
FOMB WEBSITE TO BE EXPANDED


Our new website is enriched with a large number of historical articles about the battle that have been excerpted from the past several years of our newsletter. Not to speak immodestly, it may well be the single best site available for detailed information on the battle. Soon we will expand this section of our website by adding Dr. Garry Stone’s detailed orders of battle for both armies. We thank Dr. Stone, the Park Historian, for making this information available to us. 
