FRIENDS OF MONMOUTH BATTLEFIELD
NEWSLETTER NOVEMBER 2010
ANNUAL MEETING AND ELECTIONS

TO BE HELD DECEMBER 1

Our annual meeting and elections, as required by our by-laws, will be held on Wednesday, December 1, 2010 at the historic Village Inn, located at 2 Water Street in Englishtown, NJ 07726. The Village Inn is located on Route 522 just west of Main Street (Route 527) in downtown Englishtown. There is a stop light at the intersection of Routes 522 and 527. Parking is available on Water Street or across the street from the Inn. 

The business portion of the meeting will begin at 7:00 PM, followed at about 7:30 by short program on the role of the Village Inn in activities the day before and the day after the Battle of Monmouth

Ballots and election information are being mailed separately to paid up members. The nominating committee presented its slate of officers at the October 6 general meeting. At that time all current officers were renominated, as were all current trustees whose terms expire this year. There were no additional nominations from the floor. The proposed annual plan for 2011 and annual budget for 2011 were approved by the Board of Trustees at their meeting held on November 3, 2010. A list of current officers and trustees is listed later in this newsletter. 
We are grateful to the officers and members of the Battleground Historical Society for hosting our meeting. This will be an excellent opportunity for you to come and visit the historic Village Inn and learn about its role in the Monmouth campaign.
REGULAR MONTHLY GUIDED BATTLEFIELD 

WALKS TO BE OFFERED NEXT YEAR


There have been numerous requests to give our popular guided battlefield walks more frequently. As a result of this interest, we will be offering guided walks of the central portion of the battlefield on the first Sunday of every month. Tours will be offered at 1:30 from the Visitor Center, weather permitting. They will begin with an overview at the topographic map in the Visitor Center, followed by a guided walking tour of the Hedge Row and Parsonage areas of the battlefield. This programming is in addition to our regular bimonthly meetings and battlefield tours. The full schedule of events is listed on the Annual Plan and Calendar being sent out separate in the Annual meeting mailing.
WHAT’S NEW AT THE PARK


We are pleased to learn that funds are available for seasonal interpreter Don Ward to continue to work at the Visitor Center on Sundays during the winter. This means that the Friends’ gift shop will also be able to be open all winter, as it was last year.


The Park continues to be open regular hours, with no cut backs as we have been anxious about for the past two years. Park Historian Dr. Garry Wheeler Stone and Acting Park Superintendent Inga Gabliks continue to work the same hours as they have been doing. We are anxious, though, that cutbacks in staff or hours may be instituted as of January 1, 2011, due to the state’s ongoing budget crisis. We will keep you posted as the situation develops.

Plans for the new visitor center are slowly moving along. Dr. Garry Stone presented the most recent building and exhibit plans at our October 6 general meeting. Our group worked closely with the architects and planners concerning the set up of our gift shop and office space in the proposed new building. We have also been giving occasional input and advice on the building and its exhibits. The new museum will feature a nice new auditorium, updated exhibits, and (hopefully) a new electronic map of the battlefield. 

Our new website has been up and operational since June. It has been well received. Later in this newsletter there is a list of historical articles from past newsletters that are now available on the website. The website address is: www.friendsofmonmouth.org.

DATES SET FOR 2011 REENACTMENT


Plans are set to hold next year’s annual reenactment of the Battle of Monmouth on June 18 and 19, 2011. The Friends will sponsor an additional commemoration of the battle on June 25 and 26, 2011, the actual anniversary date of the battle (which was fought on June 28, 1778). 
    FOR MORE INFORMATION

For more information on the Friends of Monmouth Battlefield, Inc. and our goals and programs, please contact President Jim Raleigh at 732-946-4921 (jfraleigh1@aol.com) or Vice President Dr. David Martin at 609-448-6355 (dmartin@peddie.org). Our mailing address is: THE FRIENDS OF MONMOUTH BATTLEFIELD, INC., PO BOX 122, TENNENT, NJ 07763. Our new website address is: www.friendsofmonmouth.org.
POPULAR BATTLEFIELD TOUR 
OFFERED ON SEPTEMBER 19
Our first program of the fall season consisted of a driving tour covering the line of General Charles Lee’s withdrawal, offered on September 19. Friends’ President Jim Raleigh gave an overview of Lee’s movements at the map in the Visitor Center and then led a group by car to examine the line of Lee’s retreat from the Point of Woods to the Hedge Row and then to Perrine Hill.
We are pleased to be able to offer numerous guided walking tours of different areas of the Park over the course of the year. If you are unable to join us, feel free to pick up brochures of our two most popular walking tours, which are available at the Park Visitor Center. Walking Tour No. 1 begins at the Visitor Center and goes north almost as far as Route 522, visiting the Hedgerow and the Parsonage site. Walking Tour No. 2 begins at the old Friends Office on Route 522 (formerly known as “Owl Haven”) and covers the north side of the battlefield, from Perrine Ridge to the Sutfin farm. Both self-guiding tours were written by FOMB Vice President David Martin, with detailed maps prepared by the Park Historian, Dr. Garry Wheeler Stone. 
FOMB GENERAL MEETING HELD ON
BARON VON STEUBEN’S ROLE IN THE
CAMPAIGN AND BATTLE OF MONMOUTH


The program at the October 6 general meeting of the Friends of Monmouth Battlefield consisted of a “round table” discussion of Baron Von Steuben’s role in the campaign and battle. Friends’ President Jim Raleigh gave an outline of Von Steuben’s life and career and Vice President David Martin discussed his movements at the battle. We are pleased that Park Historian Dr. Garry Wheeler Stone was able to attend the meeting and share his observations on how the training that Von Steuben gave our troops at Valley Forge had a strong and positive impact on the course of the battle of Monmouth.
2011 MEMBERSHIP DRIVE UNDER WAY


Enclosed you will find dues information and a membership application for the year 2011. We greatly appreciate the support of our members and patrons. Without you we would not be able to enrich the Park with our programs, tours, and financial support. If you have already paid your dues for next year, we will so note on the enclosed application.
FOMB WELL REPRESENTED AT ARCHIVES DAY 


Our organization was well represented at the annual Monmouth County Archives and History Day exhibits and program held on Saturday, October 9 at the main branch of the Monmouth County Library on Symmes Drive. President Jim Raleigh manned a table featuring exhibits from his research on early maps of the table, and Vice President David Martin manned another table selling booklets and books from our gift shop.

FOMB WEBSITE EXPANDED


Our new website has recently been enriched with the addition of nineteen historical articles about the battle that have been excerpted from the past several years of our newsletter.


Titles of the articles are as follows.

British Order of Battle

Lossing's Life of General Daniel Morgan

Morgan's Riflemen at the Battle of Monmouth

The Battle of Monmouth Monument in Freehold

Craig House Brochure Text

George Washington Parke Custis' Account of Molly Pitcher, 1840 (Part 1)

George Washington Parke Custis' Account of Molly Pitcher, 1840 (Part 2)

George Washington Parke Custis' Painting, The Battle of Monmouth

British Casualties were Treated in Downtown Monmouth Court House

Two Key Documents Relating to the Burial of the Slain at Monmouth

Joseph Plumb Martin's Actual Narrative on Molly Pitcher

Hessian, German and German-American Participation in the Monmouth 
Battle and Campaign

French Participation in the Monmouth Battle and Campaign

The Revolutionary War in New Jersey after Monmouth

The Revolutionary War after Monmouth

The Location of Molly Pitcher's Well

Important Early Newspaper Account Mentioning Molly Pitcher

Pension Application by Rebecca Clendenin Mentioning Captain Molly at 
Monmouth

Dr. Albigence Waldo Writes of a Woman Warrior at Monmouth

(American Order of Battle will be added after Dr. Martin finished revising his current version.)

Our website address is: www.friendsofmonmouth.org.

JAMES MONROE’S ROLE AT MONMOUTH

By Dr. David Martin


James Monroe, fifth President of the United States, served as a low level officer at the battle of Monmouth. He was born in Virginia on April 28, 1758 and was a student at William and Mary College in Williamsburg when the Revolution started. Like many of his classmates, he could not resist the allurement of the war and its cause, so he entered the army as a 2nd Lieutenant in the 3rd Virginia regiment in September 1775. He was a seasoned officer by the time of Monmouth, having seen action at Harlem Heights, White Plains, and Trenton, where he was badly wounded in the shoulder while leading a successful charge against Hessian cannons. Reportedly he could have bled to death had a not received prompt and skillful medical attention.


Monroe was promoted to the rank of captain for his bravery but could not return to action for three months because his wound healed slowly. He wanted a field command, since that is where the action and glory was, but none were available, so he accepted a position as additional aide-de-camp (staff officer) to William Alexander (also known as Lord Stirling) with the rank of major. He was at the battles of Brandywine and Germantown but did not spend the winter at Valley Forge because Stirling was at Reading recovering from a wound that winter.


Monroe (now a full aide-de-camp and acting as Stirling’s adjutant) marched with Stirling’s command when the Continental army left Valley Forge on the way to Monmouth. Stirling encamped with the main body of Washington’s army at Ponolopon Bridge in Monroe Township on the night before the battle. His unit was not engaged in the morning’s action but arrived on the field just before noon with the main portion of the army. Stirling took position with the army’s left wing on Perrine Hill on the northern part of the battlefield. During the afternoon Monroe took out a scouting party of seventy men to scout British movements. He observed that the British were shifting men to the south and so informed Washington, who shifted troops to his left to meet the threat. He otherwise did not play any significant part in the battle. Afterwards he was disappointed at the court martial of his good friend, Major General Charles Lee, for bad conduct and disrespect to General Washington at Monmouth.


Monmouth was to be Monroe’s last battle. He was still anxious for a field command but could not attain one because of the surplus of young officers, so he resigned from Stirling’s staff on December 20, 1788 in order to try to secure a promotion in a unit from Virginia. When this did not work out, he attempted to become a lieutenant colonel by raising a new regiment in Virginia. This endeavor also was unsuccessful, so he gave up on the army and eventually went back to school. There he studied law under Thomas Jefferson, which connection resulted in his well known political career.


Monroe’s later career was one of the most distinguished of all the founding fathers. He served as senator from Virginia and Governor of Virginia and then as Secretary of War and Secretary of State in Jefferson’s presidency before becoming President himself from 1816-1825. He died on July 4, 1831. The Monroe doctrine is named after him. 
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