FRIENDS OF MONMOUTH BATTLEFIELD
NEWSLETTER MAY 2010
PARK IS STILL OPEN

MAY 1 HISTORY FAIR CANCELLED 
JUNE EVENTS AND REENACTMENT STILL

PLANNED AS SCHEDULED


We are happy to report that the Park is still open regular hours, despite the state’s current fiscal crisis. In additional, there have been no additional cutbacks in staff, though we are functioning with a part time Superintendent and reduced maintenance staff since the tragic death of one of our maintenance staff last November.  

However, The “Spirit of New Jersey” History Fair, which has been held the past few years at Washington Crossing on the first Saturday in May, was not as fortunate and was cancelled for budgetary reasons. Our group has manned a table there each year and missed doing so this year.

Plans are continuing as scheduled for our June “Revolutionary days in Monmouth County” events and for our annual reenactment of the Battle of Monmouth, which will be held on June 19-20. 


Our next newsletter will give details of the Reenactment schedule and of our own commemoration of the Battle of Monmouth, which we will held at the Park on June 26-27.

BIRD WALKS SCHEDULED FOR MAY 9

TIMES CHANGED to 8:30 and 10:00 AM


A new event on this year’s schedule is a series of bird walks to be led by FOMB Trustee and Treasurer George Dawson on Sunday, May 9, 2010. Walks will be led out, starting from the Visitor Center, at 8:30 and at 10:00 AM which is a slight change in schedule from the times announced in the last newsletter. (We also apologize that the event was listed in one place in the last newsletter as Saturday May 2, which is not a real date anyway.)  The walk will follow much of the route covered by our Walking Tour No. 1, from Combs Hill and the Visitor Center to the Hedgerow and Parsonage. The marshes and rolling fields of the battlefield host a wider variety of our feathered friends than you might have thought. Come out and see how many birds you can identify! 
WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH PROGRAMMING

“WHERE WAS MOLLY PITCHER’S WELL?”

HELD ON MARCH 24 AND MARCH 28;

Dr. David Martin, our Vice President, gave a program at our last general meeting on March 24 on the topic, “Where was Molly Pitcher’s Well?” He discussed eleven different sites that have been put forward as the well where Molly got her water and distributed a map showing their locations. Those attending had a lively discussion afterwards.

As a follow up to this presentation, FOMB President Jim Raleigh will led a tour of the battlefield on Sunday, March 28. to visit the actual proposed sites of Molly’s well. 
DRIVING TOUR OF BATTLEFIELD HELD ON APRIL 18

NEXT TOUR TO BE GIVEN ON MAY 16


On Sunday, April 18, Jim Raleigh conducted a driving tour of seldom seen parts of the battlefield, including sectors from the morning action east of Freehold that are not included within the boundaries of Monmouth battlefield State Park.


Our next tour will be conducted on Sunday, May 16, and will visit the north side of the battlefield, including Perrine Hill and the new Molly Pitcher overlook. 


Our guided tours are given monthly (except in the winter) and have proved popular with visitors and with members of our organization. Come out and join us and learn more about the battlefield by walking the actual battle lines!   
WALKING TOUR REVISED


The route of Walking Tour No, 1 has been slightly revised in order to reflect the new wayside historical exhibits erected recently by the Park. Dr. David Martin is author of the brochure text and Park Historian Dr. Garry W. Stone created the map. The stops on the middle part of the tour route have been renumbered, and the stop numbers have been revised on the new text distributed at the Park, which is printed and paid for by our group. In addition, the numbered stakes on the battlefield that show the tour route have also been recently updated to reflect the revised tour route. A copy of the revised tour brochure is included with this newsletter.


Numbered stakes will hopefully be set up later this month on the route of Walking Tour No. 2 in the northern part of the Park.

FOMB MANS PARK VISITOR CENTER
ON “MONMOUTH COUNTY WEEKEND”

ON MAY 1 AND 2

This is the third year that there has been  a special county wide program to have as many historical sites as possible in Monmouth County open on the first weekend in May. This year our group supplied interpreters and handed out free battle related brochures at the Visitor Center on Saturday, May 1 and Sunday May 2. Extra maps and brochures, including a   new tour route embracing related sites in western Monmouth County, will be available at the Gift Shop as long as they last. We also have for sale a booklet on the State’s Revolutionary War related sites put out by the Crossroads of the American Revolution group. Cost is only $5.00.

CIVIL WAR DRILL EVENT CANCELLED

We regret to inform you that the Civil War drill planned for the weekend of May 15-16 by the New Jersey Civil War Heritage Association

has had to be cancelled for a number of reasons. The group did, however, sponsor a very successful Civil War weekend at Allaire State Park in April. Hopefully they will be able to revive their event at Monmouth next year, It was designed to commemorate the existence of Camp Vredenburg, the Civil War training camp that operated from 1862-1864 on ground behind the Cobb House in the central area of the Park. 
MEMORIAL DAY SERVICE TO BE HELD AT THE PARK


This year the Friends will once again be sponsoring a Memorial Day service at the Park. It will be held at 2:00 P.M. on Sunday, May 30, at the flagpole area in front of the Visitor Center.
FOR MORE INFORMATION


For more information on the Friends of Monmouth Battlefield, Inc. and our programs, please contact President Jim Raleigh at 732-946-4921 (jfraleigh1@aol.com) or Vice President Dr. David Martin at 609-448-6355 (dmartin@peddie.org). Our mailing address is PO Box 122, Tennent, NJ 07763. 
DATES SET FOR 2010 REENACTMENT

AND FOR THE COMMEMORATION OF THE 232ND ANNIVERSARY OF THE BATTLE OF MONMOUTH

          Plans are still set to hold next year’s annual reenactment of the Battle of Monmouth on June 19 and 20, 2010. During this reenactment footage will be shot to complete the new video to be shown at the renovated and expanded Visitor Center. 

The Friends will sponsor an additional commemoration of the battle on June 26 and 27, 2010, the actual anniversary date of the battle (which was fought on June 28, 1778). 
A complete schedule of the events of the reenactment weekend and the anniversary weekend will be sent out in early June.

We will also be sponsoring our annual series of programs on “The Revolutionary War in Monmouth County” in June. Lectures and walking tours will be given at the Park on June 5, June 6, June 13 and July 4, and we will also hold a program at the Monmouth County Library on Wednesday, June 9. 
FENCE BUILDING SET FOR MAY 29

            HELP NEEDED AT JUNE EVENTS

Since this year’s reenactment will be on a bit larger scale than the past few years, additional fencing will need to be erected for the battle area. Each year the Friends has helped provide manpower to assist the Park staff in erecting the Virginia worm fences ion the “Battle Theater” on the lower slopes of Comb’s Hill. The work is particularly interesting if you have no experience in how such fences are built. This year’s work session will be held on Saturday, May 29, starting at 9 AM. The Friends will provide lunch afterwards, Rain date is Saturday, June 12. Contact FOMB President Jim Raleigh or Vice President David Martin if you can come and help, or have last minute questions about weather conditions.
Their contact information is given on the previous page of this newsletter.

Also please contact Jim or David if you can help out during the Reenactment (June 20-21) or the Anniversary weekend (June 26-27). Since we are the sponsoring group for both events, there is much work to be done. Many hands make for light work!
FRIENDS OF MONMOUTH BATTLEFIELD, INC.

PO BOX 122

TENNENT, NJ 07763
WORK ON NEW FOMB WEBSITE

ALMOST COMPLETED

Work is continuing on our new Friends’ website, and we hope to have it completed and operational by the end of the month. We will give you a final update – and the site address – in our next newsletter. 
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

SPRING 2010

(events in bold occur inside the Park)
May 9, 2010 (Sun)
Bird Walk, 8:30 and 10 AM




Meet first at Visitor Center

May 15, 2010 (Sat)
Civil War School of the Soldier CANCELLED
May 16, 2010 (Sun)
Civil War School of the Soldier CANCELLED
May 16, 2010 (Sun)
Walking tour of the north side of the battlefield.

Meet at the Visitor Center at 1:30 PM for overview.

Drive to the north side and visit Perrine Hill and the new Molly Pitcher overlook.

May 30, 2010 (Sun)
Memorial Day observance at the Park, 2 PM.
REVOLUTIONARY WAR DAYS IN MONMOUTH COUNTY

FOMB Programs June 5 to July 5, 2010

June 5, 2010 (Sat)
Walking tours of seldom seen parts of the Park.





Offered as part of National Trails Day.





10 AM to 2 PM.

June 6, 2010 (Sun)
Program: Where did the American army encamp the night before the battle?


Meet at the Visitor Center at 1:30 PM for overview.


Travel by car to the site of Ponolopon bridge in Monroe Township.

REVOLUTIONARY WAR DAYS IN MONMOUTH COUNTY

FOMB Programs June 5 to July 5, 2010
(continued)
June 9, 2010 (Wed)
Program on General Washington’s movements

during the Battle of Monmouth. Find out where  



He was hour by hour. 





Meeting held at 7 PM at the main branch of the 




Monmouth County Library, Symmes Drive, 




Manalapan.
June 13, 2010 (Sun)
Program on Morgan’s Riflemen.





Meet at the Visitor Center at 1:30 PM.





Travel by car to the site of Hall’s Mills, south 




Of Freehold.

June 19, 2010 (Sat)
Annual reenactment of the Battle of 




Monmouth




Encampment and programs 10 AM-4 PM.

June 20, 2010 (Sun)
Annual reenactment of the Battle of 




Monmouth




Encampment and programs 10 AM – 3PM.

June 26, 2010 (Sat)
232nd Anniversary of the Battle of 




Monmouth




Special programs and tours 10 AM-4 PM.

June 27, 2010 (Sun)
232nd  Anniversary of the Battle of 




Monmouth




Special programs and tours 11 AM-4PM.

July 4, 2010 (Sun)
Program on the Court Martial of General 




Charles Lee.




Held at 2 PM in the Visitor Center.

July 5, 2010 (Mon)
Program on the Court Martial of General Charles 




Lee.





To be held in New Brunswick. Place and time 




TBA.
