FRIENDS OF MONMOUTH BATTLEFIELD
NEWSLETTER JUNE 2010
ANNUAL REENACTMENT SET FOR WEEKEND 
OF JUNE 19-20; VOLUNTEER HELPERS NEEDED!

This year’s annual reenactment of the Battle of Monmouth, co-sponsored by the Friends and Monmouth Battlefield State Park, will be held on the battlefield on Saturday, June 19 and Sunday, June 20. The reenactment will commemorate the 232nd anniversary of the battle, which was fought on June 28, 1778.  It is not anticipated that budget cuts by the state DEP office and the State Park will affect the reenactment. In fact, this will be the largest reenactment since the 225th anniversary event held in 2003. The cost of running the reenactment will be carried by Monmouth Battlefield State Park with moneys already appropriated under the current fiscal year, which ends on June 30, and by donations from the Friends of Monmouth Battlefield. The exact schedule of events is enclosed with this newsletter.   Volunteers are needed to help run the event. At the gate we will ask a donation of $8 from each car, as in the past, to fund the event and our activities in support of the park. We will also be handing out a new souvenir booklet made especially for this event by a committee led by FOMB Trustees Joe Nemeth and Mike Cervini.  If you are able to help out with the front gate, gift shop, snack concession or event management, please contact President Jim Raleigh at 732-946-4921 (jfraleigh1@aol.com) or Vice President Dr. David Martin at 609-448-6355 (dmartin@peddie.org).
FOMB TO SPONSOR
COMMEMORATION OF 232nd ANNIVERSARY

OF THE BATTLE OF MONMOUTH ON JUNE 26-27


This year’s reenactment is being held on the weekend of June 19-20, which is not the actual anniversary of the battle. In order to commemorate the actual 232nd anniversary of the battle, which was fought on June 28, 1778, the Friends is sponsoring a series of talks and activities on the weekend of June 26-27. A full listing of events is enclosed. All events will be held at the Park’s Visitor Center on Comb’s Hill. Members who are able to help during the weekend should contact Jim Raleigh or David Martin at the email addresses given above.
FOMB WEBSITE FINALLY LAUNCHED!!!
www.friendsofmonmouth.org

After (literally) years of planning and months of preparation, the Friends’ website was finally launched earlier this month. The address is www.friendsofmonmouth.org. The website contains information about the Friends and our history, a list of officers, contact information, membership information, and information about the battle. It also contains up-to-date information on the annual reenactment and status of Monmouth Battlefield State Park (which is important because of pending budget cuts and possible curtailment of hours or even closing of the Park). Copies of the most recent newsletters will also be posted on the website, along with a list of items available from our gift shop that are available by mail. The website is not completed yet, though, as work is still being done to add about twenty historical articles from previous newsletters and also we will be adding a number of links. Thanks to Jim Raleigh and David Martin for all their work to make our website happen! Have a look and let us know what you think of it and how we could improve it! Thanks and enjoy!!
STACY ROTH TO PORTRAY MOLLY PITCHER AT THIS YEAR’S REENACTMENT ON JUNE 19-20 AND  ALSO AT THE BATTLE COMMEMORATION ON JUNE 26-27


This year Stacy Roth will once again be giving her program on Molly Pitcher at the battle, as she has done for the past several years. Stacy gives an excellent presentation not only of the story of Molly Pitcher, but also on the role of women in colonial armies. She will be giving her program on both days of the reenactment weekend and also on both days of the battle commemoration weekend on June 26-27. The exact time of each presentation is listed on the enclosed reenactment schedule and battle commemoration weekend schedule.  If you haven’t had a chance to see Stacy portray Molly, come and see her now – and bring your camera! Stacy’s appearances for all four presentations are funded by the Friends.
Our mailing address is still:

Friends of Monmouth Battlefield

PO Box 122

Tennent, NJ 07763 
PROGRAMS ON THE CHARLES LEE COURT MARTIAL
TO BE HELD ON JULY 4 AND JULY 5


This year Friends’ President Jim Raleigh will be giving a program on the Court Martial of General Charles Lee at the Visitor Center at 2:00 PM on Sunday, July 4. Come out and learn what misconduct Lee was charged of during the battle, and what he was finally found guilt of!


Jim will present another program on Charles Lee in New Brunswick at 1:30 PM on Monday, July 5. His program will be followed by a presentation by FOMB Treasurer George Dawson on “The Army Celebrates the 4th of July.” The event will be held at the Buccleuch Mansion in Buccleuch Park, which is located on Easton Ave., New Brunswick, NJ 08901.
PARK IMPROVEMENTS SPONSORED BY FOMB:

BIKE RACK INSTALLED AND

NUMBERS AFFIXED TO WAYSIDES ON WALKING TOURS


Over the winter the metal bicycle rack ordered by the Friends arrived and has been quietly erected and set up in front of the Visitor Center.  It is quite heavy and came all the way from Colorado! It will hold about ten bicycles and will eventually have a small plaque attached to it noting that it was donated by us. Thanks go to FOMB member Don Ward for suggesting the project!


This winter FOMB Vice President David Martin modified the order of stops on the Walking Tour he wrote for the south side of the battlefield (“Walking Tour No.1, Combs Hill to the hedgerow and Parsonage”), and this spring the numbers on the tour stop posted on the battlefield were adjusted to reflect these changes. Working under the supervision of Park Historian Dr. Garry W. Stone, Martin also posted numbers on the historical waysides on the tour covering the northern side of the Park. (“Walking Tour No. 2, Perrine Hill and the Sutfin Farm”).Reaction by visitors has already been quite favorable to these improvements. Now it will be much easier to find the new Molly Pitcher overlook on Perrine Hill. Come out and try out these improvements yourself!
FOMB MEMBERSHIPS


Thanks to members who have renewed recently. Your membership cards are in the mail. If you have not renewed recently, please send your renewal form from an earlier newsletter or the new website to us at: The Friends of Monmouth Battlefield Inc., PO Box 122, Tennent, NJ 07763. Thanks!!
BIRD WALKS HELD


FOMB Treasurer George Dawson held two bird walks in May, combining his love of our feathered friends with his interest in the topography of the battlefield. More bird walks will be scheduled. Stay tuned to our newsletter and website for more information.
FOMB HOLDS MEMORIAL DAY

OBSERVANCE AT THE PARK


On Sunday, May 30 the Friends of Monmouth Battlefield held a special Memorial Day service at the flag poles in front of the Visitor Center on Combs’ Hill. President Jim Raleigh dressed in colonial period garb and Vice President David Martin wore his Continental line uniform as they honored the soldiers and patriots who fought and suffered in the battle at Monmouth on June 28, 1778. The ceremony went well and revives a tradition that was revived last year. It will definitely be continued in the future.

SUCCESSFUL TOURS AND PROGRAMS

HELD RECENTLY


FOMB President Jim Raleigh has conducted three most interesting tours of the battle area in the last month. On May 16 he gave a talk and than a tour to the battle area north of the present State Park. On June 6 he gave a most stimulating tour to the possible site of “Ponolopon Bridge,” visiting where the Continental Army encamped on June 27, 1778, the night before the battle. This tour also explored the possible line of march that the main body of Washington’s army took to reach the battlefield. Most recently, he led a driving tour on June 13 to examine the route that Dan Morgan’s riflemen took to reach the battlefield and the position that they held once they got there.


On Wednesday, June 9, FOMB Vice President David Martin gave a presentation on General George Washington’s whereabouts hour by hour during the battle. It was well received and engendered much discussion.
GIFT SHOP HOURS

The gift shop, run by the Friends at the Park Visitor Center, has been open continuously all spring. It is open every Sunday from 1-4 PM. It will also be open June 19 and 20 during the reenactment. Stop by and get a book or pamphlet about the battle, or a toy cannon or 13 star flag for your kids!
COMMEMORATION OF THE BATTLE 

OF MONMOUTH, June 28, 1778 

Monmouth Battlefield State Park, June 19-20, 2010
Sponsored by the Friends of Monmouth Battlefield, Inc. and the Division of Parks and Forestry, NJDEP, with the cooperation of the Living History Community

SATURDAY, JUNE 19, 2010
10:00 a.m

Camps open to the public
10:00 a.m.
British army formation and drill (Amphitheater)

10:00 a.m.
Continental army formation and drill  Continental Camp)

11:15 a.m.
Children’s drill (Continental Camp)
11:30 a.m.
Artillery Demonstration (Continental) (Amphitheater Hill)

12:00 noon
Light Dragoon (Cavalry) Drill (Amphitheater)

12:15 p.m.
Wreath laying (Flag Poles at Visitor Center) 

12:30 p.m.
Presentation “Over here, Molly Pitcher” by Stacy Roth (terrace northwest of Visitor Center)

12:40 p.m.
British Camp tour. Meet at Flag Poles.
1:00 p.m.
“An Affair of Honor.” A British officer has been insulted, resulting in a duel. (British Camp)
1:30 p.m.

Children’s drill (British Camp)
1:35 p.m.

Fife and Drum demonstration of Military Music




(Amphitheater Hill) 
2:10 p.m.
Artillery Demonstration (British) (Amphitheater Hill)
2:30 p.m.

People of the Revolution: Who they Were and




What they Wore (Amphitheater Hill)
2:30 p.m.
British Army formation (British Camp) 

2:30 p.m.
Continental Army Formation: Washington reviews the troops (Continental Camp)

2:40 p.m.
Armies march to battle
3:00 p.m.

REENACTMENT OF THE BATTLE OF MONMOUTH



(Amphitheater Hill) 
4:00 p.m.

Armies parade off the field

4:15 p.m.
Hospital demonstration (1st New Jersey)

(Continental Camp) 

5:00 p.m.

Camps closed to the public

5:00 p.m.

Sutlers remain open

COMMEMORATION OF THE BATTLE
OF MONMOUTH, June 28, 1778

Monmouth Battlefield State Park, June 19-20, 2010
Sponsored by the Friends of Monmouth Battlefield, Inc. and the Division of Parks and Forestry, NJDEP, with the cooperation of the Living History Community

SUNDAY, JUNE 20, 2010
10:00 a.m

Camps open to the public
11:00 a.m.
Artillery Demonstration (British) (Amphitheater




Hill)
11:30 a.m.
Field Hospital demonstration: Surgeons treat the wounded (Continental Camp)

11:45 a.m.
British Camp tour. Meet at Flag Poles at Visitor


Center.

11:45 a.m.
Children’s drill. (Continental Camp)

12:00 noon
Tour of Continental Army encampment, kitchens and headquarters (Continental Camp)

12:10 p.m.
“An Affair of Honor.” A British officer has been insulted, resulting in a duel. (British Camp)
12:30 p.m.
Presentation “Over here, Molly Pitcher” by Stacy Roth (terrace northwest of Visitor Center)
12:45 p.m.
Continental Army forms to witness a “woman of ill fame” drummed out of the army.


(Continental Camp)

1:00 p.m.
British Army forms for battle (British Camp)

1:00 p.m.
Continental Army forms for battle (Continental Camp)
1:30
p.m.

REENACTMENT OF THE BATTLE OF MONMOUTH
2:30 p.m.

Armies parade off the field
2:45 p.m.

Children’s musket drill (terrace northwest of




Visitor Center) (staff)

3:00 p.m.

Camps closed to the public

3:00 p.m.

Sutlers remain open

“Amphitheater Hill” designates the hill side to the north of the Visitor Center.  

 “Over Here, Molly Pitcher” presentation by Stacy Roth is sponsored by the Friends of Monmouth Battlefield, Inc. 

Gift shop hours in the Visitor Center are 11-5 Saturday, 10-4:30 Sunday. Sutlers are located next to the parking lot west of the Visitor Center.  Rest rooms are located at the Visitor Center and portable rest rooms are also available.

Please follow all posted signs. No alcohol is allowed in the park!
Metal detecting is prohibited.
For emergency dial 911 or 877-WARNDEP (877-927-6337) 
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS FOR THE COMMEMORATION

OF THE 232ND ANNIVERSARY

OF THE BATTLE OF MONMOUTH

JUNE 26-27,  2010
SATURDAY, JUNE 26
10:00 AM
Walking tour of the battlefield, visiting the

Hedgerow and the Parsonage 


11:00 AM


Children’s infantry drill


12:30 PM


Children’s infantry drill

1:30  PM
“Over Here Molly Pitcher!” presentation by Stacy Roth

2:30  PM
Demonstration of cannon drill

3:00  PM
Walking tour of the battlefield, visiting the


Hedgerow and the Parsonage
SUNDAY, JUNE 27
12:00 noon
Walking tour of the battlefield, visiting the

Hedgerow and the Parsonage

1:00   PM


“Over Here Molly Pitcher” presentation  

by Stacy Roth

2:00   PM


Demonstration of cannon drill

3:00   PM


Tour to the north side of the battlefield, to 
visit the new Molly Pitcher overlook (starts at Visitor Center)

SUNDAY, JULY 4
Program on new interpretations on the life and career of General Charles Lee. who was court-martialed for his actions at the Battle of Monmouth.  Held at 2 PM at



the Visitor Center.
MONDAY, JULY 5
Joint Program. “The Court Martial of Charles Lee,” by Jim Raleigh. “The Army Celebrates the 4th of July,” by George Dawson. Held at 1:30 PM at  the Buccleuch Mansion, Buccleuch


Park, New Brunswick (located on Easton

Ave., New Brunswick, NJ 08901).

On display at the Visitor Center all weekend on June 26 and 27 will be material from Jim Raleigh’s latest research on the Continental Army’s march routes to the battlefield on June 27 and 28, 1778.
Events sponsored by Friends of Monmouth Battlefield

All events this weekend June 26-27 are free of charge
