FRIENDS OF MONMOUTH BATTLEFIELD
NEWSLETTER APRIL 2011
PARK IS STILL OPEN 
JUNE EVENTS AND REENACTMENT STILL

PLANNED AS SCHEDULED JUNE 18-19

We apologize for running the same headline every newsletter recently, but we are delighted to share the news with you that the Park and Visitor Center continue to be open regular hours as usual, in spite of the state’s ongoing fiscal crisis. Next year’s budget is being debated in Trenton right now and allocations for DEP and the Parks will surely be affected. We will give you an update in the next newsletter.

Plans are continuing as scheduled for our June “Revolutionary Days in Monmouth County” events and for our annual reenactment of the Battle of Monmouth, which will be held on June 18-19.  


Our next newsletter will give details of the Reenactment schedule and of our own commemoration of the Battle of Monmouth, which we will be held at the Park on June 25-26.
PLANS UPDATED FOR NEW PARK

VISITOR CENTER


Plans are nearing completion for the new Park Visitor Center. The design for the building itself has been completed and present effort is focusing on the historical and interpretative displays that will be installed in the enlarged museum. The overall plan is to knock down the present west wing of the building (snack bar and storage areas) and erect a new building with an auditorium, offices, gift shop and museum. The 100+ seat auditorium will face out over the battlefield. Our new gift shop will be at least three times the size of the current shop. The present museum area will be turned into a covered patio by removing the large glass windows on its north and south sides. The current office and maintenance area at the east end of the building will be expanded to include a classroom and work areas. Present plan is to begin work on the new building after the June 2011 reenactment, with construction being finished in about a year. Plans are not clear at the moment how and from where the Park offices (and gift shop) will operate during the construction. 

We are thankful to the Park for being asked regularly to submit input on the project, particularly on the new museum floor plan and its displays.
FOMB TO MAN PARK VISITOR CENTER
ON “A WEEKEND IN OLD MONMOUTH”

ON APRIL 30 AND MAY 1

This year there will again be a special county wide program to have as many historical sites as possible in Monmouth County open for “A Weekend in Old Monmouth.” This year’s event will be held on the weekend on Saturday, April 30 and Sunday, May 1. As part of this program the Friends of Monmouth Battlefield will supply interpreters and hand out free battle related brochures at the Visitor Center from 10 AM to 4 PM on Saturday and 11 AM to 4 PM on Sunday. Come out and visit us and other nearby battle related sites such as the Village Inn in Englishtown, Old Tennent Church in Tennent, and the Covenhoven House in Freehold, sites which are not normally open regular hours to the public. In addition, the Monmouth County Historical Association museum in Freehold will also be open. More details on the weekend’s sites and events can be found at the Monmouth County website at www. Monmouth.nj.us.
“SPIRIT OF THE JERSEYS”
HISTORY FAIR TO BE HELD

AT ALLAIRE STATE PARK ON MAY 7

This year’s “Spirit of the Jerseys” History Fair will be held from 11 AM to 5 PM on Saturday, May 7, 2011 at Allaire State Park. This popular event features displays, presentations and information tables from numerous statewide historical sites and groups (including us). The event was started in 2004 and was held for six years at Washington Crossing State Park, but had to be cancelled last year for budgetary reasons. We are delighted to see the event revived and held in Monmouth County this year. Participants, besides us, will include the New Jersey Civil War Heritage Association, Egg Harbor Historical Society, Alice Paul Institute, New Jersey State Archives, and New Jersey Lighthouse Society, plus numerous others. Activities will include open hearth cooking, a blacksmith, and a Civil War era baseball game, in addition to the Pine Creek Rail Road and the regular buildings and exhibits at Allaire Village. There will even by a program by the Shore Paranormal Research Society of Toms River. For more information, go to www.nj.historyfair.org. 
VISIT OUR NEW FOMB WEBSITE AT

www.friendsofmonmouth.org
DRIVING TOUR OF BATTLEFIELD HELD ON APRIL 17

NEXT TOUR TO BE GIVEN ON MAY 15


On Sunday, April 17, Jim Raleigh conducted a driving tour to the site of the American camps the night before the battlefield, situated to the west of Englishtown. 


Our next tour will be conducted on Sunday, May 15, and will visit sites east of Freehold associated with the morning part of the battle, including Briar Hill and the East Morass. This program will begin at the map area in the Visitor Center at 1:30 for a brief overview of the morning portion of the battle. 

NEW MONTHLY WALKING TOUR

PROGRAM A SUCCESS

FIRST SUNDAY EVERY MONTH


This year we began a program to offer free guided walking tours on the first Sunday of every month. They have proved popular with visitors and with members of our organization.  The April 2 tour, conducted by FOMB President Jim Raleigh, included an army group from Fort Dix ands had well over 50 participants! Come out and join us and learn more about the battlefield by walking the actual battle lines!   The tours begin at the Visitor Center at 1:30 (please note the June 5 walking tour will start at 12:30 because it will be followed by a driving tour of the American approach routes to the battle starting at 1:30).

BIRD WALK SCHEDULED FOR MAY 7
BIRD & BEAVER WALKS ALSO SET


We are pleased to participate in a series of bird walks held at the battlefield. The next bird walk will be held on Sunday, May 7, and will start at the Visitor Center at 9:15. Thank go to FOMB Trustee and Treasurer George Dawson for his leadership in helping organize this bird walk. 
Additional nature walks, sponsored by the New Jersey Audubon Society, will be held monthly to observe the Park’s birds and also the beaver that have set up a dam along the stream at the base of Comb’s Hill. These walks are scheduled for May 8, June 12 and July 10. They will begin at the Visitor Center at 8:15 each day.

The marshes and rolling fields of the battlefield host a wider variety of our feathered and furry friends than you might have thought. Come out and enjoy history and Mother Nature at the same time!

TALK AND TOURS HELD ON
PRESIDENTS’ DAY WEEKEND IN FEBRUARY


As part of our annual Presidents’ Day Weekend programming, FOMB Vice President David Martin gave a presentation on the role of Black and Native American Indian troops in the battle on Sunday, February 20. He also spoke on a wider scope about the role of these minorities on both sides in the Revolutionary War in general. 


That same weekend Society President Jim Raleigh gave tours to different parts of the battle on Saturday, February 19 and Monday February 21. 
WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH PROGRAMMING

“WHO WAS THE REAL MOLLY PITCHER?”

HELD ON MARCH 23

In conjunction with Women’s History Month, the FOMB sponsored a program on “Who Was the Real Molly Pitcher?” at our March general meeting. The program was given by long time Society member John Fabiano. He presented the fruits of his research as to possible alternate identities for the “Molly Pitcher” of Monmouth fame in the Allentown, Princeton, Trenton and Monmouth County areas of Central New Jersey. He also explored her possible connection with tavern keepers in this area. John’s research was thought provoking and much appreciated by those in attendance. 

The program was followed up by a guided tour given by the Friends on Sunday, March 27 to the new Molly Pitcher Overlook on Perrine Hill in the northern part of the Park.  
LAST CALL FOR MEMBERSHIP DUES FOR 2011

This will be our final call for membership dies for this year. Your membership status is noted on the bottom of the first page of this newsletter. If you have not sent in your dues yet for the year, kindly complete and send in the enclosed application form. Thanks!
MEMORIAL DAY SERVICE TO BE HELD AT THE PARK


This year the Friends will once again be sponsoring a Memorial Day service at the Park. It will be held at 2:00 P.M. on Sunday, May 29, at the flagpole area in front of the Visitor Center.
FOR MORE INFORMATION


For more information on the Friends of Monmouth Battlefield, Inc. and our programs, please contact President Jim Raleigh at 732-946-4921 (jfraleigh1@aol.com) or Vice President Dr. David Martin at 609-448-6355 (dmartin@peddie.org). Our mailing address is PO Box 122, Tennent, NJ 07763. 
NEW FOMB WEBSITE READY AND UPDATED


We are pleased to report that our new website has been up and running for over six months and has been well received. It contains news about the Park, calendar of our events and programs, and our most recent newsletters. It has been recently expanded to include over twenty articles of historical interest about the battle. Have a look! Our website’s address is: www.Friendsofmonmouth.org.
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

APRIL-JULY 2011
(events in bold occur inside the Park)
April 30, 2011 (Sat)
“A Weekend in Old Monmouth”


Open House at Monmouth Battlefield State Park, 10 AM – 4 PM

May 1, 2011 (Sun)
“A Weekend in Old Monmouth”


Open House continues, 11 AM – 4 PM
May 1, 2011 (Sun)
Walking tour of the battlefield (Hedge Row and Parsonage areas), 1:30 PM


Meet first at Visitor Center
May 7, 2011 (Sat)
Bird Walk at the Battlefield, 9:15 AM




Meet first at Visitor Center
May 7, 2011 (Sat)
“Spirit of the Jerseys” History Fair at Allaire State Park, 11 AM to 5 PM

May 8, 2011 (Sun)
Bird and Beaver Walk at the Battlefield,





8:15 AM

May 15, 2011 (Sun)
Program and tour of the morning portion of

the battle. Meet at the Visitor Center at 1:30 PM for over view. Drive to the east side of Freehold to visit the East Morass and Briar Hill.
May 29, 2011 (Sun)
Memorial Day observance at the Park, 2 PM.
REVOLUTIONARY WAR DAYS IN MONMOUTH COUNTY

FOMB Programs June 5 to July 4, 2011
June 5, 2011 (Sun)
Walking tour of the battlefield (Hedge Row and Parsonage). Meet at the Visitor Center at 12:30 PM.

(continued on back)

June 5, 2011 (Sun)
Driving tour of the American route after the battle. Meet at the Visitor Center at 1:30 PM for overview. Then drive to Englishtown, Spotswood and New Brunswick.
June 8, 2011 (Wed)
Program on the American and British routes after the Battle. Meeting held at 7 PM at the main branch of the Monmouth. County Library, Symmes Drive, Manalapan.

June 12, 2011 (Sun)
Bird and Beaver Nature Walk on the Battlefield, 8:15 AM

June 12, 2011 (Sun)
Driving tour of the British route after the battle. Meet at the Visitor Center at 1:30 PM for overview. Then drive out Dutch Lane to




Middletown.
June 18, 2011 (Sat)
Annual reenactment of the Battle of Monmouth





Encampment and programs 10 AM-4 PM.

June 19, 2011 (Sun)
Annual reenactment of the Battle of Monmouth Encampment and programs 
10 AM – 3PM.

June 25, 2011 (Sat)
233rd Anniversary of the Battle of Monmouth.





Special programs and tours 10 AM-4 PM.

June 26, 2011 (Sun)
233rd  Anniversary of the Battle of Monmouth.





Special programs and tours 11 AM-4PM.

July 3, 2011 (Sun)
Walking tour of the battlefield (Hedge Row and Parsonage). Meet at Visitor Center at 12:30 PM

July 3, 2011 (Sun)
Program on the Court Martial of General Charles Lee. Held at 2 PM in the Visitor Center.

July 4, 2011 (Mon)
Joint program on the Court Martial of General Charles Lee, Buccleuch Mansion, New Brunswick. 1:30 P.M.

