FRIENDS OF MONMOUTH BATTLEFIELD
NEWSLETTER FEBRUARY 2010
MONMOUTH BATTLEFIELD IS STILL OPEN

AS STATE’S FISCAL CRISIS CONTINUES;

PLANS CONTINUE TO BUILD NEW VISITOR CENTER


We are pleased to be able to report that Monmouth Battlefield is still open regular hours, in spite of the state’s current fiscal crisis. The Park, though, is still operating on a bare bones staff, as it has been doing for the past year. Inga Gabliks, Superintendent of Allaire State Park, is also serving as Acting Superintendent at Monmouth, and has office hours at the Park only one day a week because of her other duties. Dr. Garry Wheeler Stone, long time Park Historian, is able to be with us full time at the moment, and Don Ward, the Seasonal Interpreter, has been ably filling in on weekends and when needed.


Park days and hours, however, could change drastically at any time due to the State’s ongoing financial crisis. At the moment, we know of no plans being made to curtail the Park’s hours or even close the Park, so we are going ahead with all our events and activities as laid out in our annual plan. Once our new Governor, Chris Christie, makes his budget plans known, we will assess their impact on the Park and the Friends and let you know about them in our next newsletter.


In spite of the current budget problems, plans are still moving ahead to build a new Visitor Center. Dr. Garry Wheeler Stone updated us on current plans for the new building at our annual meeting in December, and FOMB board members have been asked for our input. The building as now planned will preserve most of the footprint of the current building, but will be almost totally reconstructed to include expanded office space, a nice new auditorium, and new exhibit space. We will keep you posted as plans develop further.
2008 MEMBERSHIP DRIVE CONTINUES


We extend our thanks to those of you who have already renewed your membership for the year 2008. You should have recently received your membership card. If you have not renewed yet, please take a moment to fill out and return the enclosed membership application for this year. We greatly appreciate the support of our members and patrons. Without you we would not be able to enrich the Park with our programs, tours, and financial support.

SCHEDULE OF PRESIDENTS’ DAY WEEKEND

PROGRAM AT THE PARK ON THE 
ROLE OF BLACK TROOPS IN THE BATTLE
AND ON BLACK SETTLEMENTS NEAR THE BATTLEFIELD;

BATTLEFIELD WALKING TOURS


As we have done in the past, the Friends will be holding programs at the Park Visitor Center over Presidents’ Day weekend. On Saturday, February 13, and Monday, February 15, walking tours will be held on the 
Battlefield. This year the tours will focus on the northern park of the park, specifically the ground held by the British 42nd Regiment of Foot, the famous Scottish “Black Watch.”  In honor of President’s Day, mention will also be made of the various positions known to have been occupied by General George Washington during the different stages of the battle.   Tours will begin with a short background presentation at the Visitor Center at 1:30 P.M. on Saturday and at 1:30 P.M. on Monday. We will then go by car caravan to Route 522 for the walking tours. If the weather is bad or the Park is closed due to snow, we will meet at 2 PM at the All Seasons Diner on Route 9 and Route 522 at for an informal discussion of the battle.

On Sunday, February 14, Jim Raleigh will give a presentation on the role of Black troops in the battle and on Black settlements near the battlefield. Included will be a history of the area known as “Squirreltown” and on the little known Black cemetery in the northeastern corner of the battlefield. This program is being given in honor of February being Black History Month. The presentation will be held in the Visitor Center at 2 PM. The gift shop will also be open.
2010 MEMBERSHIP DRIVE UNDER WAY


Enclosed you will find dues information and a membership application for the year 2010. We greatly appreciate the support of our members and patrons. Without you we would not be able to enrich the Park with our programs, tours, and financial support. If you have already paid your dues for this year, we will so note on the enclosed application.
FOR MORE INFORMATION


For more information on the Friends of Monmouth Battlefield, Inc. and our programs, please contact President Jim Raleigh at 732-946-4921 (jfraleigh1@aol.com) or Vice President Dr. David Martin at 609-448-6355 (dmartin@peddie.org). Our mailing address is PO Box 122, Tennent, NJ 07763. 
FOMB GENERAL MEETING

“WHERE WAS MOLLY PITCHER’S WELL?”
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 24, 7:00 P.M.
MONMOUTH COUNTY LIBRARY
HEADQUARTERS (SYMMES DRIVE)


The next general meeting of the Friends of Monmouth Battlefield will be held on Wednesday, March 24, 2010 at the Monmouth County Library Headquarters, located at 125 Symmes Drive in Manalapan (phone 732-431-7220). The meeting will begin at 7:00 P.M. and end about 8:30. The program will be given on the topic “Where was Molly Pitcher’s Well?” Dr. David Martin will lead a brief discussion on Molly Pitcher’s role in the battle and then go over the ten or so sites on the battlefield suggested to be the site of her famous well, with emphasis on the current and most recent interpretations. This programming is being offered in conjunction with Women’s History Month.
DATES SET FOR 2010 REENACTMENT

AND FOR THE COMMEMORATION OF THE 232ND ANNIVERSARY OF THE BATTLE OF MONMOUTH


Plans are set to hold next year’s annual reenactment of the Battle of Monmouth on June 19 and 20, 2010. During this reenactment footage will be shot to complete the new video to be shown at the renovated and expanded Visitor Center. 

The Friends will sponsor an additional commemoration of the battle on June 26 and 27, 2010, the actual anniversary date of the battle (which was fought on June 28, 1778). We apologize that these dates were given erroneously in an earlier newsletter.

A complete schedule of the events of the reenactment weekend and the anniversary weekend will be sent out in early June.

We will also be sponsoring our annual series of programs on “The Revolutionary War in Monmouth County” in June. Lectures and walking tours will be given at the Park on June 5, June 6, June 13 and July 4, and we will also hold a program at the Monmouth County Library on Wednesday, June 9. A complete schedule of events, speakers and locations will be sent out in May.
ANNUAL MEETING AND ELECTIONS 
HELD DECEMBER 2, 2009

Our annual meeting and elections, as required by our by-laws, were held on Wednesday, December 2, 2009. Thanks go to Board member Walt Kowalsky for arranging use of the VFW hall in Freehold for our meeting. We are pleased to report that a quorum of members was present. The proposed annual plan and budget for 2010 were approved by mailed in ballots, which were opened at the meeting, and vote of those present at the meeting. Paul Bette, Michael Cervini. David Martin, Marilyn Miller and Peter Wagner were elected as Trustees to serve a three year term from 2010-2012. The following were re-elected as officers for 2010: President, James Raleigh; First Vice President, David Martin; Second Vice President, Paul Bette; Secretary, Michael Cervini; and Treasurer, George Dawson. At the meeting Park Historian Dr. Garry Wheeler Stone gave an update on the plans to expand and redesign the Park’s Visitor Center.
NEW FOMB WEBSITE ALMOST READY

Final plans are almost complete for construction of a new website for the Friends. It will contain up to date information on our activities and programs, and will be updated to include information and schedules for the annual Reenactment as they are finalized. We will also be able to post updates on any possible closings or curtailment in park hours due to the state’s budgetary crisis. It will also contain historical information on the battle on and Molly Pitcher, a list of items available from our gift shop, and links to related sites of interest. Hopefully the website will be operational by the time you receive the next newsletter. Our website’s address will be Friendsofmonmouth.org.
CRAIG HOUSE STILL CLOSED


The historic Craig House, located adjacent to Route 9 in the eastern section of the Park, was closed during the 2007 season due to a lack of staffing. It was interpreted by volunteers for many years but none were available last year. Unfortunately, the Park has not been able to supply staffing to the site and it has only rarely been open for special events. Anyone who is interested in serving as an interpreter at the Craig House, even just one Sunday afternoon a month, should contact one of the Society’s officers.
CIVIL WAR EVENT PLANNED AT BATTLEFIELD
LARGE SCALE DRILL TO BE HELD MAY 15-16

This spring Civil War troops will be returning to the Park after an absence of several years. Previously the Park had hosted popular yearly Civil War reenactments, which were discontinued, partly because of safety issues. This year we are pleased to announce the return of Civil War Union troops to the Park. On the weekend of May 15 and 16 the New Jersey Civil War Heritage Association, with support from the Friends of Monmouth Battlefield, will be hosting a large scale Civil War drill event. Several large reenactor groups will be participating and practicing company and battalion drill maneuvers. The event will be open for public viewing, as will the camps and sutler areas. Details on the event will be posted in our next newsletter. A similar event will be held at Allaire State Park on the weekend of April 10-11.
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